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UN: French Representative Urges UNSC To Help 
Lebanon 

BR1I708144896 (Internet) French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 16 Apr % 


[Speech by France's permanent representative to the UN 
Security Council in New York on 1S April] 


[PBIS Translated Text] Mr. President, 


This meeting of our Council ts necessary. It could have 
taken place sooner as Lebanon, with France's suppon, 
had suggested 


The members of the Council cannot remain silent in 
the lace of the worsening situation which is affecting 
the security of Lebanon and Istaci, which threatens the 
national cohesion of Lebanon, and which poses serous 
risks for the peace process 


But France deplores the fact that the military actions 
launched mn recent days have so ta led to the deaths of 
several dozen Lebanese civilians and forced hundreds 
of thousands of others to flee thew homes. This massive 
cxcdus undermines the effort at national reconstruction 
to which Lebanon, after so many years of tragedy and 
division, ts courageously and resolutely devoting all its 
chergics 


France ws convinced that the current cries wall not he 
resolved mulitarily 


Only the implementation of Resolution 425, which was 
passed by the Security Council, will be able to guarantee 
the long-term respect for the security of the countrnes in 
the region hy reestabiishing Lebanon's full sovereignty 
over tts territory and thus allowing the Lebanese Gov- 
erament to participate fully in peacekeeping operations 


However, in the immediate future the senes of violent 
atoms and reprisals affecting the civihan populations 
in Hoth Istacl and Lebanon must he stopped. So fa 
these actions have clanmed many lives. France calls on 
all parties involved to show responsiblity and restraint 
and to dectee a cease-fire ummediately. It ts on this spirit 
that at the request of the president the French foreign 
minester ts traveling to the region today 


(hur Council must continue monitonng developments in 
1 crises wheach threatens security in the Middle East. It 
must therefore stay ahreast of this situation. The very 
scope of the cxadus of those people forced to flee ts 
cTeating ummedite proMiems in terms of assistance and 
help The United Nations should endeavor to provide 
that assistance and help 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


Given tus senous situation, 1 ts important that cach 
of us reasserts our confidence in Lebanon s future, our 
determination to help thal country, and our desire to 
work to guasantee the security of all Countries in the 
region by peaceful means. The cnure peace process must 
he saved. 


Thank you, Mr. President 


UN: Acanesty International on Human Rights 
Failures 

AU 1604144796 Paris AFP on English 

1347 GMT 16 Apr % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Geneva. April if (APP 
Amnesty International on Tuesday took the unprece 
dented step of refusing to make a spoken declatation on 
nghts violations, charging that the UN Commission on 
Human Rights had tailed to take sufficent action 


Amnesty’s UN representative charged that insicad, po- 
litical, cconomuc and other interests seem to take preoe 
dence over humanitanian concerns, notadiy regarding 
China. 


For the first tame in its history, Amnesty International 
has decided not to make a spoken declaration Netore the 
commission on systematic human mghts violations (My 
countries), Isabelle Scherer, permanent representative 
of Amnesty International with the United Nations. sad 


She claimed the five-minute time limit imposed Py the 
COMMISSION ON NON-governmental organisations Was Hot 
cnough to do pustice to the suffering of those subect | 
human nights violations 


Sernous and constant violations of human nghts on 
China, in Colomma, in Indonesia, in East: Timor 
in Nigeria and in Turkey have partnulaly drawn 
Amnesty's attention, Scherer continued 


She claimed the UN Commusston, whaich 1s meeting unt! 
April 26, had not taken great cnought measures even 
though it had witness reports of serious violations 


Scherer called on the commission to send a cle@ 
message to all states indicating that) no country. lage 
or small could avo the attention of the international 
community 


Silence allows governments to think they ate tree | 
trample on the rights of their peopic 


she added 
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EU Majority Backs US.. Not French Mideast Plan [Reporter Antomo Foresi] The objectves that the Ital- 


BRISO4072996 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
mltahan 18 Apr 96 p9¥ 


[Report by Lorenzo Cremonesi: “France-U SA The 


Battle of the Plans | 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Jerusalem — [passage omut- 
ted] Today the EU trouka is duc to arve in Jerusalem 
to discuss the situation. The majonty of Europeans tee! 
closer to the U_S. plan than to the French one, Western 
diplomatic sources here said 


Also, the summut promoted by the EU on the Middle 
East situation, duc to be held in Luxembourg ocx 
Monday [22 April], seems doomed to failure since the 
Arab partners refuse to sit af the same table as Isracl 
until the bombardments cease in Lebanon 


EU: Dini Outlines Objectives for EU 


LDI704165896 Rome RAI Uno Televiaon Network 
mhtahan 1130 GMT 17 Apr % 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Pnme Minister Lamberto 
Dini is in Strasbourg to outhne to the European Pa- 
hamemt the strategy of the European Union after the 
intergovernmental conference [IGC] in Turin and the 
economic summit in Verona 


ian presidency is outhming for reform of the European 
Union are amtuous but realistic, Dini sand. A tunda- 
mental afea is the relationship between Europe and its 
cuuzens. So Dim underlined the prime importance of 
Europe's citizens. Then there is action agamst terrorism: 
and drugs. as well as for democracy and the cllective- 
ness of the EU instututons, and, finally, greater ability 
to be a leading player im the world with a common tor- 
cign policy 


Employment and jots are another strong clement of 
the Tunn summit. The greatest challenge facing al! 
European governments 1s pots. We cannot build Europe 
with unemployed peopic, Din: sad. What is needed ae 
many individual measures: one single Magic recipe does 
not cxrst, unfortunately. What is also needed is greater 
flexsbality, Dut this 1s no argument for dismantling the 
European social model. [passage omuiticd] 


Dim told the chamber that Verona does not see the cre- 
aon of an upper and a lower division for countries 
The chowe was made of a mechanism to keep everyone 
united, even when some Countncs jon Monctary union 
hefore others. Nobody has sold Italy out to the Bundes- 
hank 
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UK: Lebanon: Major Concerned; al-Hariri Favors 
French Plan 

LD1704142696 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 1434 GMT 17 Apr 4% 


[By David Cracknell, Polincal Swift, PA News| 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} John Mawr today stressed the 
need tw break the cycle of violence between Isracl 
and the Hizballah guernilas when he met his Lebanese 
counterpart in Downing Sweet 


At his hour-long mecting with Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafg al-Harm, Mr. Major expressed his concern at 
recent developments and the humanitarian probiems in 
the region, a Downing Street source sad 


Mr. al-Harin sand afterwards that be and Mr. Major 
agreed that the violence had to stop 


He was looking for “a new mitiative from Mr. Major 
to urge the ending of military acon in Lebanon 


Mr. Mayor and myscif agreed that the military acuion 
has to stop and we want it to stop, he told BBC Radi 
4°s World at One programm 


The most important thing 1s to stop the violence and to 
stop the civilian killing and destroying the infrastructure 
of the Country 


The London meeting came as the pro-lraman Hizballah 
today rejected a US. proposal for ending a week-long 
Israch blitz into Lebanon and renewed its commitment 
to mts guerrilla warfare against Isracl's occupation of 
south Lebanon 


The United States last night presented Lebanon and 
isracl with a proposal for ending the confrontation, 
based on cxtending a 1994 understanding hetween 
Hizhallah and Israc! to include a halt to gucrrila attacks 
on Israch forces in south Lebanon 


Mr. al-Harin said it was difficult for Lebanon to accept 
the terms of the U.S. proposal and foreign minister Faris 
Bowes sand Beirut would demand amen iments to tt 


Mr. al-Harin would oot he prepared to sign up to the 
American plan, saying 1 would give Istac! ‘the upper 
hand We don't sce it as practical, he sand 


But he said he was not eeyccting ut and called for more 
negotiations with the Americans His government was 
also studying French proposals to resolve the situation 
These were “more appealing, he sand 


Meanwtile Downing Street sand Britain was mght to 
provide urgent aid to the region, hut there was a4 need 
to Preak the cycle of violence 


UNITED KINGDOM 3 


The key to resolving the situation would be an cnd to 
the Hizbaiiah attacks on northern Israc! 


Britain fully supported the current cfforts to find a rapid 
solution based on the renewal and improvements to the 
1993 agreement and was looking to the continuation of 
the Middle East peace process to achieve 4 lasting peace 
in the region 


UK: Rifkind, Portillo Present Opposing \ iews on 
i ebanon 

MSISC4i2196 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
im English 18 Apr 96 pis 


[Report by Christopher Lockwood: “Monisters Split As 
Major Offers Aid To Lebanon”! 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Britain yesterday promised 
to send reef supplies to the civilian population of 
Lebanon, as Malcoim Rifkind, the Foreign Secretary, 
spoke of his “mounting concern” at the scale of Istach 
military acon im the south of the country 


The move followed a hasty visit to London by Ratig 
al-Harin, the Lebanese Prime Minisicr, and can be scen 
as a sharp crivcism for Michael Portillo, the Deteace 
Secretary 


In Istacl on Monday, Mr Portillo described the Istacl 
rads on southern Lebanon as not disproportionate 
a statement which shocked not only the Lebanese 
government, bul also, it now appears, the Foreign 
(hice 


Mr al-Harin insisted on seeing John Major a soon 
as possible, cxpressing astonishment at the support 
Britain has given to the Istach government. Yesterday 
he emerged from Downing Street to say: There was a 
misunderstanding, and now it has been cleared up 


In his speech at the Lord Mayor's Banquet last nught, Mr 
Rifkind gave his fullest account yet of British official 
reaction to the events of the last six day\ in the Middle 
East. This had been slow in coming, par'ly because Mr 
Rifkind had heen in Latin America 


He sand: We are following developments with mount 
ing concern .. we are disturbed by the neing number 
of civilian casualties. And new humanitanan probiems 
are developing as large numbers of people fice trom the 
south of the country 


Mr Rifkind’s umpheit condemnation of the level of bs. 
rach force was only shghtly qualified by his condem 
nation of the Katyusha rocket attacks that triggered the 
tach response, and his recognition that 1 is ompera 
tive for Isracl to ensure ihe security of its citizens = The 
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overall =ffect was very ta removed trom Mr Porullo’s 
assertion that the Isracl: response was proportionate 


israch planes have killed at icast 4) people so far and 
800.000 ave thought to have become refugees. 


This is &.4 the first ume thal incautious remarks by 
Mr Portillo have caused consternation at the Foreign 
Office. Last year, at the Conservative Patty conference 
he caused a diplomatx uprog by the robust language 
he used to attack moves to bolster defence Cooperation 
im Europe 


He raised the spectre that this could lead to metncated 
cap- badges, a 40-hour fighung week and parental icave 
for solders 


Mr al-Harin thanked Mr Mayor for his promise to send 
humanitarian telef to the refugees displaced by the 
israch: bombing campaign 


The Overseas Development Adminisitation confirmed 
that « was already studying a number of specific 
requests from Lebanon 


Mr al-Harin said that if Israci withdrew from Lebanon 
he would guarantee that Hizballah rocket attacks agaist 
isracl would cease. We will he responsible for keeping 
Hizhallah quict 


UK: Rifkind on Boxnia, Hong Kong, US. Trade 
LDIS040943496 Unternet) FCO On-Line WWW Service 
m English 18 Apr 9% 


[Speech by British Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
at the Lord Mayor's Easter banguct at Mansion House 
m London on 17 April: ‘Change ana New Challenges 
m Foreign Policy| 


(PBIS Transcribed Text} 


INTRODUCTION 


My Lord Mayor, Lord President of the Council, Your 
Excellencies, My Lords, Aldermen Mr Recorder, Sher- 
ifts, Ladies and Gentlemen. | am de!ipisted to attend my 
first Easter Banguct as Forengn Secretary 


1 cannot take you on a full tour of the honzons of British 
foreign policy. | could not do them all justice. Not 
without straying past the unhappy watershed described 
hy Lord Birkett, when he sand: “1 do not mind when 
my audience start looking at the watches. But I object 
strongly when they start shaking them to make sure they 
are still poung 


So T must he selective | will not speak about our policy 
m Central Europe of Affica, about our role in the United 
Nations of out growing partnership with Japan They are 
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all umportant subjects. They occupy a great deal of our 
aticntion. 


But I will concenwate on some aca of foreign policy 
that have seen strung changes in the past 12 months 
and where we iacc paticula challenges over the year 
ahead. 


THE CHANGES 


A theme of Change = scldom mappropnatc. As Dean 
Inge saad: “When our fii Sarents were driven out of 
Pasadise, Adam is beheved to have remarked to Eve 
‘My dear, we live 19 an age of transition” 


Well we still do. | will concentrate tomght on tour atcas 
of change: Bosma, transatlantix links. Hong Kong and 
Europe 


| want also to speak Dricfly though about the Middle 
East. Recent events in the region have highlighted ap am 
the contunuing difficulty and urgency of the search tor 
peace. 

We ate following developments with mounting concern 
The escalating violence in Lebanon is another threat 
to the Peace Process. We are disturbed by the mong 
number of civilian casualties. And ncw humanitarian 
probiems are developing as large numbers of people 
flee from the south of the country 


We condemn the terrorist attacks on Istacl We under. 
stand that it 1s imperative for Israci to ensure the security 
of its coizens. But we hope that all parties will do every. 
thing they can to break the cycle of violence. We want 
© see 4 feturn tO 4 Situation permitting 4 resumption 
of peace negotiations. The Middic East Peace Process 
1s Of Chormous Importance not only to the regron hut 
to the rest of the world. Much has heen achieved. All 
concerned must work toge her to prevent those achieve. 
ments from heing lost. 


Before going any further ict me say something about 
the wider contest of Britush foreign policy There is a 
common theme in our approach to the four mam arcas 
1 will talk about tomght, and to all our foreign poly 
It 1s a theme that | cupressed a few months ago when | 
quoted Lord Palmerston’s remark that: The furtherance 
of British interests should be the only obyect of a British 


Foreign Secretary 


To go this far is casy enough How we define our 
interests 1s of course the key and more challenging 
question. The subycts I have chosen for this speech 
illustrate the wide spread of UK interests, and the 
compiles work involved in pursuing them 


. 
(hur interests arc dxctated Py our situation Britam 
first of all a trading nation, the world’s fifth mggew 
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We ocpend {a more than any comparable economy 
on the wade and investment thal we pgencraic and 
attract. Second, history has begucathed us a remarkably 
wide aay of international ues — with the duves and 
opportunities that that entarls. And third, we live in a 
fegion crowded with nation states of cacepuonally high 
development and sophisucation. This 1s surely Europe's 
distinguishing feature. In the past the jostling between 
these nations led to bloodshed and tyranny. Today i 1s 
more wisely channelled into a pattern of poliucal and 
cconomac Co-operation that is umigue in the world. 


My foreign pohcy pnontes flow naturally from these 
facets of our place im the world. We need a peaceful, 
rules-based international order in which Commerce can 
flounsh. We need a Europe that is stabic, open and 
prosperous. To achieve these things we need to work 
with hke-munded partners: above ali with our fnends in 
Europe and North America, but with others too, in the 
United Nations, G7, Commonwealth and clsewhere. 


I describe the context 19 this way to show that the pursuit 
of UK unterests cannot be achieved Dy focussing on 
narrow, short-term goals. Our foreign policy is driven 
by the interests of our nation, bul our situation means 
that those interests can only be met by working with 
others, in Europe, in the United States and beyond. 


One other general pomt. Tae complexity of our interests 
also means that our policy must in all cases be clear- 
sighted and free of dogma. So I would add to Palmer- 
ston's precept about British interests another maxim 
comed by President Kennedy: “The purpose of foreign 
policy ts not to provide an outlet for our own senuments 
of hope or undignation: it 1s to shape real events in a real 
world 


That ss what we are trying to do in Bosma and Hong 
Kong. mm our relavons with our European and North 
American partners. But it apples in all areas of our 
foreign policy. So Defore | address my main topics 
let me mention bnefly another region | returned from 
cater today, Latin America and the Caribbean. 


LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN 


it «s casy for Europeans to become engrossed in 
issues within our own region: the EU, NATO's future, 
relathons with Russia. The risk os that we neglect other 
ateas of growing importance The Asia- Europe Summut 
in Bangkok in February. for cxampic, gave us a timely 
focus on the world heyoad Europe. 


So did my viet to Late America and the Caribbean 
Britain's links with the region are deep In 1826 Canning 
was atic to say, a Latin American countres assened 
ther mdependence from Spain and Portugal. that he 


UNITED KINGDOM 


a) 


had “called the New World into caisicnce to redress 
the balance of the old. 


My Lord Mayor, today the case for closer Brush cn- 
gagement is compelling. Your predecessor, Sur Chiristo- 
pher Walford, saw last year the profound polmsacal and 
sconomic changes underway in Latin America. Demo- 
crac goveraments arc now the rule not the craception 
Economuc reform has made Laun America the scoond 
fastest growing region of the world. Brazil's cconomy 
alone 1s one-and-a-half umes the size of South Korca’s 
for exampic, Argentina's more than twice the size of 
Hong Kong's. 


The opportunives for Britain are huge We ae the 
largest European investor in Latin America Oy tar. Our 
exports to the Canbhean rose last year by 40%. To 
Laun America they have mscn by 66% since 199! 
But our share of overseas markets for our cxports stl! 
lags behind those of Germany, Italy and France. We 
are working hard to encourage more UK firms to do 
business there. 


The region's importance is not only commercial. We 
cannot tackle global concerns like international crime 
and drugs, or environmental conservator, unless we 
work with the countnes of Latm Amerxa and the 
Caribbean. They, like us, will gain from a nore effective 
United Nations. They, like us, have an interest on rules 
to liheralise trade and investment. These are arcas where 
we must co- operate. This is a region that Britesh 
businessmen as well as the British Government must 
pay more alienvion to 


But I come now to my main theme, of change and new 
challenges 


Bosnia is a good place to star. It has drifted off our from 
pages. In a sense | welcome this. It ts success that has 
removed the media spothght from Bosna: success that | 
suspect few at this dinner last year thought concenvahc 


12 months ago the parties showed little interest in end. 
ing thei war. Fighting raged across Bosnia. The fall of 
the Srebrenica and Zepa sate arcas fatally damaged the 
creditulity of the UNPROPOR [UN Protection Force) 
Operation, an operation which had. in co-operation with 
the and workers, done so much to save lives 


Last summer saw two turning ports First, om July 
the London Conference, and the subsequent NATO) ai 
campaign, demonstrated a ncw international resolution 
Second, the US Admunmstravon decided to throw its 
full weight behind a new peace effort. and. crucially 


to deploy US troops to implement an agreement The 
result of these mitiatives was the Dayton peace accord 
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The changes in Bosma since Dayton have teen dra 
matic ©),.000 woops have deployed under NATO com- 
mand — with Brian making much the lagest Contribu- 
bon after that of the US. Fightung has ended. The armucs 
have heen withdrawn to baracks. Boundary lines atc cs- 
tahisshed Sarayevo ts re-united and transformed 


This ss 4 pacture of substantial success. It owes much 
tw the twavery and dedicaton of our troops, British 
and others. And tt owes much to the organisation and 
effectiveness of NATO. [ROR us the biggest operation 
NATO) has ever undertaken. The progress made offers 
the best posse practical demonstraion that NATO 
remains the surest foundation of security in Europe 


Bosnia also showing that NATO and Russia can 
work  flectively om partnerstup. The Russian brigade in 
Bosna ts well .otegrated in the NAT?)-led forces Its 
Professionalism and motivahon are impressive. TROR 
proves that we can get results Py working together 
This « of great importance for the future. We anced 
to show Russia that we in the West ate sincere about 
hurkding real Co- operation. As Javeer Solana, the NATO 
Secretary General, sad in Moscow lat month We 
share © many of the same imfteresis and concerns 
that « would he folly not to he working very closely 
together a strong bond between NATO and Russia is 
essential if Europe ts to hecome a safer place 


But IROR's successes do not mean that our task im 
Bosmia ts complete, nor that peace 1s assured. There 
is an emportant civilian implementation task too. Carl 
Biidt os leading this operation. His achievements go 
largely unreported. But they are consideraNc. Look, 
for cxample, at the way he pushed the parties ito 
comphance on prisoner release, of how he lohtwed the 
imternational community into pledging over | Pillion 
dollars at the Bosma reconstruction conference Lavi 
week 


Brita 1s playing a leading role on civilian implementa- 
von Much however remains to be done There are four 
particular challenges 


First, reconstruction. Most of Bosma’s infrastructure 
has heen damaged of destroyed. Bosna has im effect 
heocome a poor third world country over the last five 
years Factores and businesses are closed Aude from 
the army and the land, there os little for the working 
population to do Full reconstruction will take years 
But we must estahiish some priorities for progress. to 
convince the Bosman people of the henefits of peace 
The UK, for example, 1s concentrating on restoring gas 
clectraity and tele ommun ations 


Second, refugees 2S milhon people have feen dis 
Maced from the homes Many are in neighbouring 
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countries of un Western Europe. We have to ctcatc the 
condipens for them to return, whether where they once 
lived of on acw places of sctlicmecnt 


Third. clectioms Electioms must te held by mad- 
September, to cnalic acw demextatx structures to fe 
established. The CSCE will supervise the clectioms 
Organisation ws tor the people of Bosnia themecives 
But suMtantal help, and resources, wall the nocded 
from the internatbenal Community 


Finally, most importantly, reconcihaton. The mitcrna- 
bonal Communty can help But ulumatcly only the poo- 
ple of Bosma. on particule thew leaders, can docwc te- 
tween peace and wat They have already made the first 
cTucual steps. the gum ac sicmt afict yeats of Putter 
fightung. But Lasting peace ts more than a matter of lay 

mg down weapons. The patties must learn to live and 
work together for a untied future in Bosma. Here there 
has heen very little progress. There ts little dialogue he 

tween the Bosman government and the Rosman Scrts 
Teasson and susporon divide Mushms and Croats We 
need a (i,t and more vise Commament trom the 
leaders of the Bosman Communities tf the peace process 
is to soe’ 


Speculation ts already nite about what happens mn Bosnia 
newt year, especially on the mulitary sede Odur prootity 
rightly, os thes wears tasks. If we acteeve all we have 
set to, there will he no need for NATO troops in Bosnia 
ifter 199% 


Finally on Bosma, trom Brian's own prelomnaty 
analysts, | suggest a few lessoms we should learn for 
the tuture 


First, we must fot Comma ourselves to a Peacckeeping 
mission unless there a peace to keep UNPROPOR 
faccd an impose task ft dicharged that tak a 
honouraMy as ot could with its resources, and saved 
tens of thousands of lives. But if in future we want to 
intervene 1 a wart Zone, we Must despatch a force which 
is sultlaMy structured and equipped for a tole which 
might lead to combat 


Second, we must avon foreign polcy Py declaration 
The international Community announced safe atcas in 
Bosnia without ever Commettiong the forces necessary fh 
make them a reality. The result was a damaging Mow 
to international crediMlity 


Finally, when the international community tas a 
cris on the scale of Yuposlavia’s collapse, direct US 
mvolvement os mdmpensaMc - especially if mulitary 
aton wrequred A European solution to a European 
prohiem Was never a fealiet Option As events sme 
Davton have shown, the transatlantn partnerstep i 
the key to success That partnerstup. of Europe and 
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Aneta working wogether. dchvets results, deplomatc 
and multary. So my firm wew is thal any wTangements 
we devise for the future must reflect that pout. NATO 
forces, North Amencan and European. entered Bosma 
together. When the ume Comes we will leave together 
Any alternative would be toolsh and shor -ughted. We 
should rememiter the saying that those who do sot lean 
the lessons of history ave destined to repeat o> mostakes 


TRANSATLANTIC RELATIONS 


| now want to turn to one other aspect of relation 
between Europe and North Ameria the traisatlanta 
cconomay relationship 


The scale and teach of tansatlantx commmetciad ties 
aliect cur way of litle so profoundly we often take 
them for granted. But comsader the tats. In 1994 trade 
hetwoen the US and the European Union caceeded 270) 
tulhon dollars. Neatly half of all US torergn mvestment 
comes to Europe, anc almost 67°F of Europe's foreign 
imvestment goes to the US. The total stack of rewestment 
made m cach ather’s coonomucs cucceds SM) Mlhon 
doles. Kt provides pots for perhaps three mulhon 
Americans and a simular number of Europe ams 


This matters profoundly to the UK. We ae the icatong 
foreign imvestor in the United States. We receive 40% 
of US mvestment in Europe. Our exports te the US im 
1994 were almost 26 Mallon dollars, with vewMe exports 
up by 40% m 4 years 


(Mf course our imterests ate not lisatted to North America 
The UK, more than most countries, has glohal cconomn 
imerests. | do not need to rerterate the importance of the 
tapdly growing markets of Asia and South America 
for our cuporters, nor the successes of this Goverament 
in attracting world<lass come mes lke Nissan and 
Samsung to wmvest in the UK. We have a national 
imerest in climunating Parners to trade and investment 
net only across the Atlantic Put around the world 


To do that we must resist protechonem. The comforts 
of protechomsem ae iluscry. They do no good for 
the commerce thal generates prospernty. ne good for 
the consumer, im the long term no good even for the 
industry supposedly protected Everyhody loses Yet 
prtccthomest forces remain strong. even among the 
wealttiest Rations and some prominent politicians and 
hbusinewanen. Bul for them to urge protectonmam on 
othets 1s somehow, as Adlai Stevenson sand on another 
subyect, like a rich Pot exhausted man who cad to 
hus chauffeur “Drive me off that cliff, James, 1 want 
to commit suicide 


We must speak out against those vores Its not enough 
just to follow the more noe path ourscives We mus 
keep Nroadcasting the case for open markets There is 


UNITED KINGDOM ? 


sull work to do arow mc Atlantx. Avetage Laiil> 
we low. Bul too many peaks roman up te 485 of 
totware, 32% on clotung, 29% of tracks Add the 
nom- tanit harners hac festrctive pula prwourcmecnt 
rules. differing tequitements for prada testing and 
ceruficanon. Removing all these furricts Could Poors 
tramatlamx trade by 70 lhom dolla. Pui tha on a 
glotal scale, and of 1s cleat there atc stel! Massive parm 
to he made from identifying and remuning trade Dartocts 


ho os agent thes Packground that | announced Lat 
year thes Goverament 's Commutment to tramatlanta tree 
trade 


Some say thal a ecw transatlanta c* ott will bold Pack 
glomal lheralsation. I hebeve the opposite » truce We 
well not actueve a glohal tree-tradeng system i one pant 
step. The husiding Mocks will be af the regronal lieve! 
Imagine if today there was no Single European markct 
no NAFTA, so Mercosur, Would we fe ocarer of 
turther away from glohal literalsation’ Such tegromal 
imiatives Complement, and need not conflict with the 
WTt) s ofyectives 


The US and Europe have worked together i the past & 
push forward glohal iheralsaton wader GATT There 
is mo fcaon why we should net do sw m future 
m the WTO). forceng the pace to cut trade harners 
wherever they cust The most mmmediatc task rs the 
talks underway on telecoms. The EU and US have 
4 COmmon imicresi m atoeving the greatest powsshc 
degree of market opening by our negotiating partncts 
Further ahead, we must co-operate af the first WT) 
Ministerial mectmig in Singapore in December, to map 
out the way ahead for new multilateral work 


So | attach much wmportance to the BU/US Summut m 
Madrid last December The Summit made a comet 
ment to) oc-operate on Common concetns lke intcTHa 
thenal crome, drugs and terrormm:. ft also im luded agree 
ment to co-operate to promote tranmsatiantn and glomal 
free trade. We are workung now on an analysis of ways 
not only to reduce bul to clhimenate harriers to trade | 
want to see real progress, for example tow ards an Aproe 
ment on Information Technology. hetter co-operation 
hetwoen Customs, and mutual recognition of product 
testing and certification 


HONG KONG 


Let me move on to another part of the world where UK 
imterests are heavily engaged, Hong Kong There  m 
afca of foreign policy where the vear alcad holds more 
signith ant change 


Hong Kong's ties to the City of London we close and 
complies. Both are among the leading financial centres 
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of the world. Both bebeve wm coomomuc freedom unde 
the tule of Law. Both have shows a ummense Capacity 
to chanre and prosper. have co dow that both will 
conus + ow themecives alegt a turning fresh 


- Britaie would sted y them. sow and in the 


3 


Joba Major hd got make thc (rome erthouw cactul 
thought. He made « 19 full awareness that after | July 
1997 there wall still he 3.5 mulhon British passport- 
holders in Hong Kong, 1,000 British companies, tens 


Council the single most important crample. We will 
not finch from cuplanimg why we heleve that to be 


agains’ the Nest enterests of Hong Kong 


The weal course must he as far as possible to work woth, 
not agarnst, Chena That is why we have devoted much 
effort in the past nine months to marmtanning the gradual 
improvement mm relatos set im hand hy Douglas Hurd 
and Michac! Heselune That « why I have met Vice- 
Premer Qhan Cachen in London and Pelung, and plan 
to do so again on The Hague this weekend 


We have atheved much. on many tssues of vital umpor- 
tance for Hong Kong's future success the magnificent 
new airport, for caample, now riuing from the South 
China Sea, of the setting up of Hong Kong's own Court 
of Pinal Appeal But we have much still to do, and less 
and less ime in which to do a 
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EUROPEAGC [lintergoveramental ( onference | 
| wamt sow to tare closer to home. to «4 subxt 


comstam paswoms: the EL and the Inticrpovcramental 
Conference. 


John Major beiped launch the so<alied 1GC wm Tune 
three weeks ago. Over the acu tecive to cogitees 
months we shall be loolung & ways to mmprowe the 
Maastricht Treaty. The Launch was iempecious om some 
respects. It came mm the shadow of screw Comcerm 
about the European respomee to the feet ccm and 
@ a ume when pulix confidene m the Europeu 
Community mmststutons 1 at a low ch> across Buroge 


My concern now is that the IGC should help to restore 
public confidence. Srvtamn’s approach te the Comtcrence 
is Sct out im the “Patinerstup of Natoms Whote Paper 
we published lat month. it is rowed mm a Commetmen 
to the success of the EL’. and to playing a postive role 
im achreving thal success 


Some in Brian we pessimestx about these ame Bu 
pessimsts of Course arc the sort of people whe could 
look at a doughnut and only sce the hole m ot. They 
think notung good can come out of the IGT. I do no 
share thew view 


If we ae to make a success of the IOC. & we proce 
over the coming months, | would make two particule 


pleas 


The first is that we should never lowe sight of the contest 
of our work. The 1GC will only he weefol of ft ms won 
for what it 1s: an important bul bemited preparatory sep 
before Europe faces up to the real challenges of the 
comung years 


- the urgent aced to emprove Bureqe's glohal compet 
ivencss and |» create new pom. - enlargement of the 
Union, to assist stallity, promote prospenty. and te con 
salidate freedom and democtacy in Central and Easter 
Europe. 


- the policy reforms, cepectally of the BC's agraultural 
and structural pohcies, which enlargement wil! enta! 


- decrmons on Europe's future defence a tetecture. 
which the EU dimension is frankly perpheral 


- and the imphcatvons of whatever tranqures of a songic 
currency 

- whether of not this poes ahead for some mo 1949, and 
whatever the UK may ttecl! dec we 


My second pica is that we avon the trap what he 
dogged Europe hefore The trap of hecomong fan inated 
by questions of construction. of twaddling endless!) wrth 
the minutiae of the BL s emetitutional mactonery. hut 
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long saght of the port of a For sume people tic 
mechamecs of doccwct-making i the Common Fore:gn 
and Scourty Poly. for cuampic. bold ta presicr 
charms than apytheng so mundane a the polcy aecil- 
Europe's relanoms woth Ruewea. say. of woth the Middic 
East 


Anathe hat actermax of those who fall prey to ths ap 
a dowre for acat Mocprints. All would be well, they 
say. tf we Could only estatissh clear ones of responsitul- 
ity tween Europe's insutuons — prefcray with the 
Cotammemon af the ape of our diagram, and if we could 
only wmphty European procedures. How aca ot would 
he of we had only two of Gwee legelative procedures 
m the European Parhamem’ How tidy if all Member 
States wegned up to the same length of working work 
How much cawer if we harmonned and standard:sed 
Ou frachoes, inicad of mamtameng strange local cus- 
tats 


Iam profoundly umsympathetn: to this approach for two 
reasom. Faret, hecause the EL ts a partnerstup of na- 
Hom, fot an incapent static, We should repce m our 
vaticty. We must, of course, seck to overcome unneces- 
safy differences that threatcn European prosperity and 
sap out potential as a Umon That was the log behond 
the Single Market. ft ts the reason we accept the core 
discuplines and ofigations of the European Community 
But we Mest never harmon for the sake of 1 


The scoond reason ts more suMic. I firmly heheve that 
« the European Union matures ot ts bound to escape 
the confines of mstituvonal architects. ft 1s fo Songer a 
Mueprint — a hiclews progect — Put an organic creation 
whah retains the ompnet of its own accumulating 
hetery. Europe ts not gong to wemplify m the sen 
some suppose ft well never fulfil the dreams of those 
whe vearn for the semplaiics of a neat federal Union 
with ms central government in Brussels 


| want to suggest a cructal aspect of Brith hestory 
that os tughly relevant here. For ali thew frustration 
with the UK, others mm Europe sould comade we 
have af wpesually staMic demectacy, a long history of 
political cvolgton, a secsety that has never collapeed 
ime totalttanamem of mtolerame 


Yet we heve ne written Constitution, no Bill of Rights 
he Supreme Court of 4 comstetuthonal nature. And we 
have o® unelected epper chamber Chu system has 
evolved slowly ower the vears, responding to real needs 
mi ot  theones ft eondy But « works That ix 
wha matiets 


Mas Beerhotm cuptessed the thought in Zulerka Dom 
se «6 om well (heme me lamentay crade my caper 
eme of fete Das heen drawn from lite itecil 


UNITED KINGDOM 9 


1 do not say thes to fe Aeppast, ser to ove-waplity 
Wha i mgt for us may not fhe mgit for anther 
country. But | thunk there 2 lesson om tee way cur 
sysiem has cvelwed Brians wees on Eure oc 
nat driven by Nouwdy-mundedaess We want Euroge to 
succesd as much as anyone cle. Europe's future s cur 
future too. But our hustory has taught us to hewwe of 
grand amplfying com tructons and utopias We ae not 


wapressed by the penticmen who sey That works m 
practice. What's wrong woth om theory’ 


Europe must he robust. The comung ICC offers @ 
opportunity to adpust the Treaty hefore the SC takes on 
acw memicrs and acw respoawtltes. Let us do what 
necds to te done. But ict us sot hocome mtrospective 
and qguatrcisome om the process. The teal priority 1 not 
to redesign the European machine, Pet to stat using 


to good purpose 
ROLE OF THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE 


My Lord Mayor, I have spoken at kogth ow some 
of the mam challenges shead m foray, Folny. | would 
hike to close woth a word about the poo oc eho will he 
helping mec mect them 


Diplomacy has changed chormoustly m recent years, i 
coment and m pace. ft has changed heyond recognition 
from the last century, when was sand of one serut 
offeral that he was the only meme of stall whose 
CONS AM Practice Hf was to he there mm the morning. only 
with difficulty [were) the clerks induced to appre Py 
noon 


The Government's proncipal mastrument for pursuing our 
foreign polny prories ms Her Majesty's Diplomata 
Service ihe men and women, young and aa « 
young. whe work for Britam across the world some 
tomes oh Comforttame Comdrtioms, morcasngly nowadays 
m condom of drecomticrt and danger 


In the Last gene montis I have come to know the Service 
again at home and afroad I i a4 fine, ded ated Servne 
tt as changing fast, too fast for many poaple to recognise 
what «t has hecome ft rs often meewnderstond Nec aw 
peomc still dwell on outdated mmapes 


| have talked tomgit aha some of the core political 
and coonom work the Diplomatn Service i doug 
There 1s much else Hesides There are the convulat staf! 
for cuamplc, whe help every veat many thowsands of 
Brith citizens abroad who are mm difficulty There are 
the imrrgratiom staff eho mmplement our ummgration 
law and make semertive padgements every day aout 
people whe wreh te come te the country Ome wes 
of great wmportance the commercial work that the 
Foregn Office does ahroad to Compbement thal done hy 
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the DTI at home. I know that Brush industry recognises 
the value of this work. Countless businessmen have told 
me that in the lar. decade there has been a sea change 
in the Foreign Office performance in support of trade 
and invesiment promouon. 


Today one third of our front-line staff overseas ae 
devoted ‘ull ume to commercial work. Let me give just 
one example of the fruit of ths effort. The National 
Audit Office recently concluded that one pound spent 
on trade services to businessmen in South East Asia 


helps generate almost 80 pounds in export sales. That 
must be good value for Britain. 


For this and for the rest of their work, we are going to 
need a thoroughly professional, energeuc and effective 
Diplomatic Service tor as far ahead as I can see. They 
need your support and the support of public opinion. 
It matters how Britain ts seen abroad. Our Embassies 
represent Her Majesty The Queen. They represent the 
Government of the day. They represent our country. 
They are the face of our nation around the world. 


We should all concern ourselves about the “brand im- 
age’ of Britain overseas: our Embassies, our High Com- 
missions, the British Council, the BBC World Ser- 
vice, the English language, our exporters and invesiors, 
Gut science and technology. Welded together they are 
a powerful instrument — an instrument which others 
envy, which many would give their eye teeth for. They 
are working for Britain. And in an age when so many 
work for lesser things, they are an asset we should prize. 


My Lord Mayor, I have spoken for long enough. I do not 
want to ernulate the poliucian about whom it was said: 
“He has exhausted time and encroached upon eternity.” 


My final task ts to thank you for your excellent 
hospitality, and to propose a toast. In doing so I cannot 
help remarking on the formidable astay of offices that 
you hold: Trustee of a Cathedral, Chancellor of a 
University, Chief Magistrate, Admiral, President of a 
Territorial Army. It must have been in such « case as 
yours that Nicholas Benticy said: “His was the sort of 
career that made the Recording Ange! think seriously 
about taking up shorthand ~ 


So, as | trust the Recording Angel will himself one day 
announce you, Ladies and Gentiemen: 


The Lord Mayor and The Lady Mayoress. 
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UK: Saudi Dissident Wins Deportation Appeal 
MS1804094596 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English IS Apr 96 pl 


[Report by Philip Johnston, “Saud: Rebel Can Stay In 
Britain |} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Saudi dissident Mo- 
hammed al-Mas'an 1s to be allowed to stay in Britain 
after the Home Office lifted the threat to deport him for 
jeopardising Brush interests in the Gulf. Dr Mas ‘ari, 49, 
1S to be given excepuonal leave to remain in the country 
for at least two years but has not been granted asylum. 
The status to be granted Dr Ma’ san. while time-limited, 
has no other conditions attached. 


He will be free to continue his pro-democracy campaign 
against the Saudi royal family. He its due to visit the 
Home Office today to hear the outcome of his appeal 
against deportation to the Caribbean island of Dominica 
from Jeremy Crump, assistant director of the Home 
Office asylum division 


Last month, an immigration appeals judge called on 
Michael Howard, the Home Secretary, to reconsider the 
deportation order and accused the Government of at- 
tempting to circumvent the 1951 international conven- 
tion on refugees for “diplomatic and trade reasons 


David Pearl, the Chief Immigration Adjudicator, said 
the Government's tactics weve “not a course of acon 
| esther suppor or consider to be within the humanitar- 
ian spirit within whch the convention should be inter- 


preted 


Although the Government will maintain it has not 
accepted Dr Mas‘ari's clam for refugee status, the 
decision will be seen as a severe embarrassment tor 
ministers. 


In January John Major strongly defended the decision to 
deport Dr Mas‘an. who fled Saudi Arata in 1994 after 
being imprisoned and allegedly beaten and has since 
used Britain as a base for criticusing the Saudi royal 
tamuly. 


Mr Mayor said he had abused British hospitality and the 
nation ‘should not give comfort to those who seck to 
undermine the Saudi government 


The Prime Minster said the stability of the ruling regime 
in Riyadh was important to peace in the Gull and “1 do 
not heheve we should give comfort to those who seck 
to undermine it 


Last year, Dr Masan used the courts to defeat an 
attempt io deport him to Yemen when a tnbunal ruled 
that he would he in danger there. The government 
then oMained the agreement of Dominica to offer him 
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sanctuary, allegedly with an offer of banana trade 
concessions. But campaigners said his life would still 
be at sk and warned that he was a potenual target for 
a kadnap or murder plot. 


The Government hopes to assuage Saudi anger by 
emphasising that 0 decision has been taken on refugee 
status for Dr Mas ari. Exceptional leave to remain 
means that the merits of his claim for asylum have not 
formally been considered and it is open to a future Home 
Secretary to review his case after two years. 


Leave to remain 1s granted to an individual “who does 
not qualify as a refugee but has genuine humanitanan 
reasons to remain in the UK” and has been used in 
recent years to allow Bosnians who have fied the war 
in former Yugoslavia to stay in Britain. 


Last year, more than 4,400 asylum-seekers were granted 
exceptional leave to remain, compared to only 1,295 
who received refugee status. More than 21,000 appli- 
cants were refused cither. 


The impact of the decision on Britain's relations with 
Saudi Arabia remains to be scen. There have been hints 
from the Saudi regime that the 20 billion pounds Al 
Yamamah defence contract would be in danger if Dr 
Mas ari was not silenced. 


Ministers made little attempt to hide the fact that 
Britain's commercial interests in the Guif played a 
significant part in the efforts to remove the dissident, 


a physicist. 


Mr Howard said his presence in Britain threatened 
mulu-billion- pound arms and trade contracts and could 
place thousands of jobs at risk. Union leaders were 
also concerned that employment in defence companies 
would be threatened if the Saudis pulled out of tank and 
aircraft deals. 


Dr Mas‘ari's supporters have argued that the Home 
Office never provided evidence that warranted his 
expulsion beyond the threat to Britarn’s trade interests 
They accused the Government of a capitulation to 
the Saudis that threatened to undermined Britain's 


reputation as a haven for genuine political refugees. 


The independent adjudicator ruled that the Home Office 
had also failed to establish that Dominica was a safe 
alterna ve and that ‘substantive consideration” should 
he given to Dr Mas ari's application for asylum. 


Under the 1971 Immigration Act, the Home Secretary 1s 
required to consider the merits of an asylum case unless 
a ‘safe third country” can be found for him 


Dr Mas ari has made clear he will continue ‘us activites 
against the Saudi government if allowed to stay 


UNITED KINGDOM FT 


“In fact, we are gomng to increase them,” he said after 
last month's adjudication “By the grace of God and the 
support of the Brush pudiciary, I am here to stay. 


UK: Major Vows To Continue Peace Process 
Without Sinn Fein 


LD1804075196 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0720 GMT 18 Apr 96 


[By chief poliucal correspondent Amanda Brown, PA 
News, in Prague] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Pnme Minister today 
vowed that the Ulster peace process would not be 
derailed by last night's bombing in London 


It would go ahead without the participation of Sinn Fein 
“and those people who support the bombing exercises 
like last night's. | hope they do not misunderstand ut, 
he said 


Mr Major was speaking to reporters dunng his visit to 
Prague. 


UK: Major Demands ‘Verifiable Cease-Fire’ From 
IRA 


LD1804112896 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1126 GMT 18 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Major warned the IRA unless 
there was a “verifiable ceasefire that 1s clear cul, there 
will be no part in the peace process for Sinn Fein’. 


He told reporters after the latest blast: “It seems to me 
an odd time to mount this parucular exercise when in 
the UK we are introducing the legislation that will lead 
to the prospect of all-party talks on the question of 
Northern Ireland 


“lt & particulatly fuule for them to behave im this 
fashion. What they must understand is that what we 
have done is to open up the possibility for Sinn Fein to 
join the democratic process. 


“It they thumb their noses at the democratic peace 
process they will not be able to stop it, the talks will 
go ahead, the discussions will go ahead without the 
participation of Sinn Fein and those people who support 
the bombing exercise last night 


“T hope they don’t misunderstand it, sand Mr Major 


If the IRA wanted to turn themselves into “international 
pariahs in every part of the world, ths continued 
exercise 1s precisely the way to do tt. But they will not 
derail the plans we have in mind’. the Pome Minister 
added 
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Meanwhile Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams today 
msisted his party remained “totally commutted” to ils 
peace straicgy and the end of Anglo-insh conflict. 


Kesponding to the Pmnme Minister's comment, Mr. 
Adams sad: “If John Major is serious about a resolution 
of the peace process he must assure the sceptics thal 
June 10th will see the commencement of a process of 
prover and substantive negotiations.” 


He sani the process must conta no actual or potential 
stalling devices and added that if Sinn Fein decided 
to contest the May election “those who vote for our 
party must he accorded equality with the rest of the 
clectorate 


Seamus Mallon, deputy leader of the largely Catholic 
SDLP [Social Democratic and Labour Party] said last 
might’s device bore all the hallmarks of the type of bomb 
the IRA had been placing recently. 


He said today MPs would debate the second reading 
of the Bill to pave the way for clections im Northern 
ireland, adding: “It's probably no accident that in effect 
tus bomb has been placed on the morning of that 
dehate ~ 


He added: “! think these are tactical strikes by the IRA, 
not aimed at destruction but aimed at drawing attention 
to the fact that they are still there and that they still have 
a political presence.” 


Tory backbench Northern Ircland Commuttee chairman 
Andrew Hunter sad the IRA had sent out a “political 
signal 


(in the Richter scale of terrorism last mght's bomb 
has a very low reading — one could say " was 
rather pathetic — but nevertheless i was an outrage 
of terrorism im London.” 


Ulster Uniomst MP Ken Maginnis said: “I belheve 
sooner or later the IRA will continue killing for the 
sake of balling 


The IRA was in a dilemma over whether to use small 
bombs like last night's, or to aim to kill people, he told 
GMTV [| Good Morning Television” program}. 


They ae not adle to cope with politics, that is the 
reality of the situation.” 


Meanwhile terrorism expert Professor Paul Wilkinson 
said the IRA may be gearing up for a spectacular attack 
to mark the anniversanes of some of its most devastating 
strikes on the British mamnland. 


Prof Wilkinson, professor of international relations at 
the University of St Andrews, said relatively small- 
scale strikes in London im recent weeks may have 
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been intended to remind the British government of the 
terrorists’ potential for wreaking havin 


But they could also represent practice runs for a much 
more spectacular and deadly attack, he sain 


UK: Ulster Politicians Aim To Change Government 
Flection Plans 


LD1704171396 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1703 GMT 17 Apr 9 


[By lan Graham] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Northern Ireland politicians 
were tonight preparing atiempts to change the shape o! 
the Goverament’s plans for clections im the province 


The Ulster Unsomst Panty, Democratic Unionists, SDLP 
{Social Democrat. and Labour Pany] and UK Unionist 
MP. Robern McCartney, all intend putting down amend. 
ments to the new legislation covering the clection and 
all-party talks 


The new clecuions Bill was formally mtroduced in the 
Commons today and the Government plans to rush i 
through Parhament and have tt on the statute hooks 
carly next month in ume for the poll to go ahead on 
the planned date of May ¥) 


Ulster Uniomst leader David Trimbic sand) The system 
is unnecessarily complex and has a number of absurd. 
ties in it. | think we are going to have to spend some 
ume at Westminister over the next few days trying to 


improve it. 


The Rev lan Paisicy has already announced he will be 
putung down amendments 


The SDLP is also secking changes and wil! await the 
final shape of the Bill before deciding whether to stand 
for the elections 


Meanwhile Gerry Adams demanded that Sinn Fein be 
admitted to the all-party talks due to start on June 10 
whether or not the IRA calls a new ceasefire Sinn Fein 
is waiting to see what the SDLP decide about standing 
at the poll. It would prefer to boycott the event but is 
almost certain to stand if the SDLP decide to 


Mr Adams said: “If Sinn Fein contests the foruicoming 
election those who vote for our party should have ex. 
actly the same rights as other sections of the clectorate 
Whatever the IRA does, Sinn Fein's clectoral mandate 
cannot be ignored by the British Government 


However, ministers insist Sinn Fein will not be pranted 
entry to the talks unless there is a new. clearly called 
ceasefire 
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Ulster Secretary Sir Patnck Mayhew strongly rejected 
suggestions today that the recent lull in IRA activity 
indicated the terrorists were operating an unannounced 
ceasefire. “I do not accept that there is a sort of de facto 
ceasefire, not for one minute. It's not very long since 
we had the hideous attack at Canary Wharf,” he said. 


“We've had two other attacks in London since then and 
not for one minute do I accept that the conduct of the 
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IRA suggests that there is a ceasefire. The first ceasefire 
was made by declaration, the abandonment of | was 
made by declaration.” 


He emphasised that both the British and Insh govern- 
ments had agreed that “there has to be a restoraon, 
unequivocally made. of the ceasefire of August 1994”. 
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Germany: Bundeswehr Association (pposes 
bxtending Bosnia Mission 

AU 1804095496 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
17 Apr % po 


{Unattnbuted report: “Danger to the Bundeswehr | 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Belgrade/Sarayevo — The 
German Bundeswehr Association strictly opposes ex- 
tending the Bosnia mission by the Bundeswehr. Associ- 
auon Chairman Bernhard Gertz stated on Suedwestfunk 
radio yesterday that the [FOR [Implementation Force] 
troops have the order to ensure the disengagement and 
disarmament of the warring sides. This has largely been 
done. What follows now ts peace monitoring and actu- 
ally not a mulitary task. 


in addition, Gertz pointed out that no one doubts that the 
Americans will pull out by 1S December. Then ‘a highly 
dangerous situation” might develop tor the Germans in 
the Balkans. German convoys are not in a barncade of 
wagons but must drive around the country and are thus 
primary targets of attack, he stressed. [passage omitted] 


Germany: Commentary on Clinton, Kim Initiative 
for DPRK 


AU 1804092496 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
I7 Apr 9 pi 


[Commentary by Lothar Ruchi: “Clinton's Initiative | 


(FBIS Translated Text} The offer by President Clinton 
and President Kim to North Korea to stam negotiations 
about a peace settlement in a quadripartte talk of the 
two Koreas” with the United States and China 1s a bold 
mitiative for crisis Management. However, it ts not what 
Pyongyang has demanded for years: special relations 
with the United States, bypassing its ally South Korea 


As many as five years ago a “basic agreement was con- 
cluded between the two Koreas, which Pyongyang has 
not unplemented, however. even though the relationship 
hetween the two hostile Korean countries should be sct- 
tled, if not basically changed via a gradual process of 
reunification, which Seoul ts striving for. The Latter does 
not scem possible in the near future, hecause Pyongyang 
is too Weak and too mgid for that 


Therefore, for the ume being. the international frame- 
work of an arrangement is necessary, in which Russia 
and perhaps Japan should also be involved, in addi- 
tion to the United States and China. Tokyo and Beijing 
are restramng themselves, Moscow wants to participate 
Washington will have to pay Besyimg with concessions 
at the cost of the human nghts policy 


Thus, the quadripartite talks wall probably come about 
also Decause North Korea ‘does not have any other 
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choice” im is acute crisis, as South Korea's Pres- 
dent Kim tersely summarizes reality — with a tace- 
saving headlong flight into negotuatons with W ashing- 
ton, which Pyongyang could have had without provoca- 
ton at the border, because Clinton needs detente betore 
the clecuions. 


Germany: Commentary Views U.S.-Japanese 
Relations 

AU 1704134396 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 17 Apr ¥ p4 


(Commentary by Gebhard Hielscher: Japan's Sncaking 
NATOhzation | 


[FBIS Translated Text] Tokyo, 16 Apr — The end ot 
the Cold War has not brought the desired casing ot 
tensions to castern Asia. The hope of the Japanese who 
demonstrated against thew country’s rearmament and 
against the security treaty with the United States in the 
past has not been fulfilled, either. They expected that the 
end of the Soviet threat would facilitate disarmament 
and the gradual dismantling of the U.S. bases in Japan 
(on the contrary: An extension of the treaty seems to be 
emerging now. 


This ts true im two respects. First, Japan is supposed to 
commut itself to additional services to the Americans 
Second, the U.S. bases mn Japan are to serve much more 
than 1 the past not only the defense of Japan but also as 
a basis for ensuring the security of the entre region by 
the Americans. The bilateral agreement ts turning into 
a regional security pact. Prominent Japanese television 
commentator Tetsuya Chikushi brought the matter to the 
port: The security treaty us to he “NATOnzed 


It ts not without irony that this is happening at a time 
when demonstrations against the U.S. military presence 
~~ caused by the rape of a school girl by US. Marines 
in September 1995S — seemed to show first successes 
A Japanese-U.S. committee has just suggested reducing 
the area used by the ULS. Army in the island province 
of Okinawa by about one-fifth over the next few years 
President Clinton and Prime Minister Hashimoto intend 
to give their Messing to the proposals at ther summit 
on Wednesday 


However, i 1s. above all, the events accompanying 
these suggestions that attract attention. Over the mast 
few days a number of specific logistical agreements 
about additional Japanese material and services to the 
U.S. troops in Japan have been concluded. In addition, 
however, the issuc is new guidelines for interpreting 
and umplementing the security treaty in cases of crises 
outside Japan, essential ports on this matter are to be 
set down within the framework of the mecting between 
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Clinton and Hashimoto. And, finally, Prime Minister 
Hashimoto himself recently gave the signal for entering 
a general public debate: For the first me the Japanese 
talk about whal they should promise the Americans they 
would do in case of a crisis in the region, and what the 
Americans ae to be permitted to undertake from thew 
Japanese bases in such an emergency. So fa, the issue 
has been virtually taboo in Japan. 


These surprising issucs go far beyond the goals that 
were orginally on the agenda of Clinton's visit — 
actually, the U.S. President should have come to Japan 
last November, but had to cancel the visit on short notice 
because of his budget quarrel with Congress. At first, 
it was only planned that the two heads of government 
contirm the old security treaty of 1960, affirm its 
conunuing importance for the secunty of Japan and 
eastern Asia, and — against the background of the 
rape i Okinawa — woo the people for understanding 
that the hases continue to be necessary. Thus, only a 
confirmation of the status quo was planned. 


Only the recent tensions between China and Taiwan as 
well as on the Koran peninsula have given mise to the 
tact that Washington and Tokyo are no longer satisfied 
with just that. Of course, the plans for an extended 
imterpretation of the security trealy are not completely 
new. So far, however, out of consideration for domestic 
resistance im Japan, it has not been dared to discuss 
this matter publicly. The fears, which China caused 
with its missile tests and troop mancuvers around the 
Taiwanese presidential elections also in Japan, and the 
unpredictatility of the North Koreans have created an 
atmosphere in Japan, which makes a serious public 
debate about security possible. It is high ume. 


Germany: Commentary Criticizes U.S. Policy 
Toward Cuba 

AU1704125096 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
I6 Apr pd 


(Commentary by Pritz Wirth: “World History's Shadow 
Man Called Fidel Castro | 


[FPBIS Translated Text) Apart from Vietnam, many 
impressive trumphs have heen registered in the annals 
of US. foreign policy over the past decades. Therefore, 
its partly burlesque, partly naive dealing with a paper 
tiger called Fidel Castro nght in front of its own door 
over the past four decades is all the more mysterious 
and imcomprehensitic. For all presidents of these past 
40 years — from Dwight D. Eisenhower to John F 
Kennedy and George Bush —— he became a phenomenon 
of political mistakes and fatal wrong discussions 


For some weeks now 1 has scemed as if Bill Clinton. 
too, were firmly determined not to miss any trap in 
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this stony terram. The result The Cuba criss, which 
was classified a Dit precipitaicly as an outdated probiem 
that would solve iself after the cad of the Cold Wa. 
has very uncapectedly received acw. sharp contours 
Most recently, Fidel Castro and his aggressive brother 
and defense munisicr, Raul, have been more militant 
and implacable than dunng the coldest umes of the 
Cold Wa. There will be no Cuban glasnost. he 
announced. The dissident groups, which have formed im 
Havana over the past years under the Consiho Cubano 
umbrella organization and were tolerated by Castro, are 
once again classified as enemics of the state and gx 
to prison. The term reform has once again become a 
poliucal swear word. There is a cold spring in Cuba 


All this takes place only a few weeks after Robert and 
Michael Kennedy, two nephews of John F. Kennedy. 
went to Havana to talk for three hours with Castro im 
the Palace of the Revolution about the fiasco in the Bay 
of Pigs. They concluded the talk with the information, 
which was also news to Castro, that secret US. reports 
show that shortly before his assassination, which many 
experts still think orginated in Cuba, John F Kennedy 
planned to improve US. relations with Castro. Over 
the past weeks many U.S. deputies and industrials have 
gone to Cuba in the wake of Kennedy's nephews to 
find out how Kennedy's desire could be tulfiiled after 
44 years 


However suddenly all this 1s the remote past again. The 
external reason for this rapid change was Castro's of- 
det to shoot down two unarmed planes of the aggressive 
and provocative Cuban cules in Florida. This order was 
stupid, untenabic, and criminal. The free world unam- 
mously condemned it through the United Nations This 
was, however, not sufficient for Bill Clinton. Suddenly 
the clecuion campaigner pushed through the so-called 
president of peace, who had gained foreign policy pro- 
tile over the past months from Haiti to Bosma and the 
middie East through his courageous involvement. Look- 
ing for votes, he sided with the influential exile Cubans 
in Florida and suprisingly signed the policy of sanctions 
by foreign policy extremist Senator Helms, which, just 
a few months ago, he had harshly reyected 


The step reveals the nsks of the current US foreign 
policy. It as clearly subyect to the dictate of the clection 
managers. What makes the case even worse: Clinton 
is Mot yust secking refuge in a policy of sanctions 
which has proved to he incilecuve in dealing with 
Castro for 3S years — he ts also dragging a number 
of other countnes im again, which have long given up 
this policy. And he is domg so by violating crusting 
international treaties. As a result, internationally a rift is 
opening between the United States. Latin America. and 
the closest European trading partners over Cuba policy 
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Al the same ume, this step by Clinton reveals a lack 
im creditility and consistency, because Clinton yustifies 
it by pointing to Castro's violanon of human mghts, a 
critenon, which plays only a very minor role for him 
when he us dealing with China. 


The harshness and hurry with which Castro reacted 
to this and let down the blinds in dealing with the 
dissidents in his own country should, therefore, not 
be surprising. In reality, the fox in Havana ts playing 
foreign policy poker. He skillfully exploits the political 
nft, which has opened between Washington and the US. 
allies in south America and Europe over Cuba policy. 
And this means nothing else but that the end of the Cuba 
crisis 1s not im sight. Their solution will be in sight 
only if Washington understands that Fide! Castro, the 
troublemaker, 1s no longer a danger to the United States 
but, first and foremost, to his own citizens. Therefore. 
U.S. policy toward Cuba will be successful only uf 
concentrates on the fate of these citizens and not on a 
shadow man of world history, who is called Castro. 


Germany: Commentary Applauds Clinton Far Fast 
Policy 

AU 1804113596 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 18 Apr ¥ pi 


[Commentary by “W.A.”: “What Counts’ | 


(FBIS Translated Text} Be it in the Balkans, the Middic 
East, of the Far East: Everywhere the United States is 
being counted on in the search for peace and stability. 
What the United States and Japan have now agreed 
im Tokyo fits this image. It is more than the mere 
confirmation of the defense pact, which was concluded 
% years ago. The expansion of cooperation, which has 
heen agreed by President Clinton and Prime Minister 
Hashimoto, leads to a strategic partnership of regional 
importance, which will also require Japan for the first 
ume to accept certain military responsilives for the 
security of the Pacific region. 


Even though several obstacles will stull have to be 
surmounted before moving from the basi readiness to 
a potential case of emergency, the statement of intent 
alone 1s a fundamental change from the Japanese pornt 
of wiew, even though it was obviously caused only 
by the most recent events. This ap; + particularly to 
China's behavior, which is demonstrating its claim to 
supremacy in the region and not only toward Tarwan 
In addition, pust a few days ago communist North Korea 
showed the southern part of the peninsula with its 
saber-rattling at the border how fraught with conflict 
the Far East is. It is evidence of US Japanese tar- 
sightedness that, nevertheless, they ae not sticking to 
old enemy images, but want to win China in particular 
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over to consolsdatng the security situation. Clinton, who 
1s hecomung increasingly impressive in foreagn polacy, 
conveyed this to the leadersup in Beipng with his 
“two-plus-two” proposal to pacify the Korean peninsula. 
which he made in South Korea. 


The fact that China reacted promptly to the Tokyo 
security statement by warning of the “destatilization 

of the region need not be a negative sign from the 
very outset. One should af least wat for the mecting 
between the foreign ministers of the United States and 
of China, which 1s scheduled for Fnday in The Hague 
Even though Japan's ncighbors im gencral will have 
problems with recognizing the former colomal power 
aS an active military security partner. the latent distrust 
will be alleviated by the fact that in the future, too, the 
United States intends to maintain its military presence 
in the Far East at its current strength. And this is what 
COURS. 


Germany: Scharping Criticizes Planned Social 
Cuthacks 

AU 1804093696 Hamburg BILD in German 

IS Apr 9% p2 


[Intervew with SPD Bundestag Group Charman 
Rudolf Scharping by an unidentified correspondent, 
place and date not given: “Mr. Scharping, Will the SPD 
Accept Social Cutbacks?” | 


[FBIS Translated Text] [BILD] The Federal Govern- 
ment is drafting a comprehensive austerity package in- 
volving cuthacks worth billions of marks. What will the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] accept and 
what will it not accept? 


{Scharping} There are two yardsucks for us: Germany's 
economic efhicrency must be increased and social peace 
must not be endangered. Thus, the social democrats will 
not accem far-reaching cuthacks at the expense of the 
weak. | will not tolerate that people who have worked 
for 48 years have to resort to social welfare because 
of political decisions. What would be even worse ts 
an abolition of the property tax and the reduction of 
allowances for families and children. 


(BILD) To ask you a specific question, is there any 
leeway in the talks on the continued payment of wages 
in the event of an iliness’ 


[Scharping] The conunued payment of wages in the 
event of an illness 1s a social achievement that must not 
he questioned in a careless manner. It is truc thal misuse 
occurs on thes field occasionally. However, it would he 
wrong to punish all sick employees as hookies through 
anew law pus hecause a few people explor the system 
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for thew own purposes. | advocate intelligent soluuons 
tor the prevention of abuse. 


[BILD] What exactly do you meas” 


{Scharping] Agreements cxist in numerous Companies. 
They link the vacation and Christmas bonus to economic 


success. As far as sick pay is Concerned, the partes to 
the wage naegouations must draft solutions. 


[BILD] Leading SPD politicians have proposed that the 
civil servants should not receive a payment increase in 
the next round of wage negotiations... [Scharping] The 
Christian Democratic Union (CDU] has demanded that, 
too. I do not think much of this idea. The low wages of 
pohcemen and postmen, for cxample, must not decline 
any further. Yet, one could think about introducing a 
uniform Christmas bonus for the public sector. li ts 
absolutely incomprehensible why a state minister should 
receive three of four umes as much as an ordinary civil 
servamt working for the tax authorities. Christmas is the 


same feast for everybody, so everybody should receive 
the same amount of moncy. 


Germany: Waigel, Kohl Strategy, Views on Social 
Policy 


AU 1804112596 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
IS Apr % p2 


[Report by Martin Lambeck: “The New Love Between 
the CSU and the Liberals”| 


(FBIS Translated Text] Bonn — Long hefore the 
beginning of the coalition talks on social restructuring 
and efficient austerity measures, Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel (CSU) (Christian Social Union] was showing a 
grim determination with his aides. “Solid resuiis must 
be achieved dunng the negouating rounds beg:aning 
after Easter. “This is the criterion by which people 
will judge us dunng the 199% clection campaign.” 
In the meantime, Waigel’s ideas presented dunng the 
imtial rounds have leaked out to the public. Much 
to the annoyance of Chancellor Helmut Kohl (CDU) 
(Christian Democratic Union), it has become known that 
the CSU and the Pree Democratic Party of Germany 
[FDP] want to postpone the increase in the family 
allowance, whxh has already been decided, and the 
implementation of the second phase of nursing care 


insurame 


Deliberately issuing information from the coahton 
round is currently part of the pressure that the finance 
munsster and CSU leader wants to build up on politicians 
dealing with social issues in the CDU/CSU Bundestag 
Group. Theo Waigel by no means wants to he the 

fool at the end of the austerity talks, who. after the 
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coahuon accepts carctully watcred down compromises. 
has to fill a budget gap of approumatcly ¥W) hlhon 
German marks. For this reason, Wage! and the CSU 
took the offensive at the beginning of the talks. CSU 
Landtag Group Leader Michac! Glos announced that 
people in Germany are now expecting “decisive and 
eitciemt measures 


First the chancellor was annoyed about hints that the 
CSU was thinking of postponing the increase im the 
family allowance and the second phase of nursing care 
insurance. Then it became known that Wage! and 
Health Minister Sechofer (CSU) had guarreled with 
Social Affairs Minister Norbert Bluem (CDU). Finally, 
Waigei confirmed publicly that delaying these measures 
was being considered, as well as freczing civil servants 
salanes for the next two years. If & had been any other 
minister involved, Kohl would have raged. But im the 
case of a coalition partner and party leader, this is not 
really possibic. 


Figtvang fit, Waigel said: “Cosmetics are not cnough 
this ume.” Despite a decision by the cabinet, this year’s 
pemaon increase must be reconsidered. “As a matter of 
fact, everything must be examined, the finance munister 
stra sed. With his remark about pensions, Wage! was 
contradicting the chancellor. Kohl had said earlier that 
the poowon increase would not be questioned. 


Moreover, Waigel and Scchoter can rely on the full 
support of the FDP in the current talks Together 
with FDP Leader Gerhardt, Waigel, and not Bundestag 
Group Leader Schacuble this time, is forcing Kohl to 
make tough and far-reaching decisions. Waigel’s ade 
Maximilian Schoeher! said approvingly: The FDP fully 
supports us.” The liberals have returned the praise 
Gerhardt 1s very fond of Bluem critic Sechoter. Also. 
he is constantly being mixed up with the CSU munister 
because of the striking similarity in their appearance 
Now they have also taken similar positions 


Nervousness has increased among the officials respons. 
ble for sacial policies. Rainer Eppeimann, leader of the 
CDU Employees Association, and Walter Lenk, bead 
of the CDU/CSU group representing the employees 
among the Bundestag Group, vehemently rejected any 
postponement ideas. Atstruse, was thei comment A 
statement by the politicians dealing with social affairs 
reads: “All proposals for cuthacks must be socially and 
politically responsible” It 1s umportant to protect ‘Chan. 
cellor Helmut Kohl's successful consensus strategy To 
what extent Kohl supports his finance moniter wil! be 
come cleat next week after the talks with the partners 
to the wage acgotiations. A final decison will then he 
made on the restructuring and austerity package 
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France: French Peace Plan For Lebanon Outlined 


BR1804081096 Paris AFP in French 
1451 GMT 17 Apr % 


(FBIS Translated Text] Pans, 17 Apr (AFP) — France 
has proposed a peace plan to Jerusalem, Beirut, and 
Damascus entailing in parucular a cease-fire that could 
the guaranicod on the ground by an internatwnal force, 
diplomatic sources revealed on Wednesday [17 Apnil]. 


In addition tw a cease-fire this plan, pul forward by 
French Foreign Minister Herve de Charette, provides 
for guarantees by the parves concerned under which 
the Israch and Lebanese civilian populations would be 
spared and would no longer be the targets of military 
operations, the same sources indicaicd. 


The French plan also provides for these guarantees to 
he given in writing, unlike the arrangements reached 
hetween Isracl and Hizhallah in July 1993. 


Finally, Pans is proposing that third countries, including 
France, should guarantee that these commitments ae 
met on the ground. “This could take the form of an 
armed force, the same sources emphasized. 


Since Monday [15 April] Mr. de Charette has been en- 
gaged in “shuttle diplomacy” between Isracl, Lebanon, 
and Syria in an attempt to put an end to the military ac- 
uons imitated by Isracl against positions of the Hizhal- 
lah fundamentalist movement and various civilian tar- 
gets in Lebanon. 


The munister proposed his plan to hes Israel counterpart, 
Ehud Barag, whom he met again on Wednesday in 
Jerusaicm after initial talks on Monday, the same 
diplomatic sources sad. 


Meanwhile Washington, which wields decisive influ- 
ence im the region, has proposed a seven-point plan 
aimed at ncutralizing Hizhallah, a plan that the funda- 
mentalist group has already rejected. 


Under the terms of this plan, which does not provide 
for a cease- fire possibly guarantced by an international 
force, Hizballah would not be able to attack northern 
israci or be active in the civilian villages north of the 
security zone cocupied by Isracl in southern Lebanon, 
nor Cafry oul operations against israch troops im the 
cocupred sone 


(im the other hand, lsrac! could carry out operations 
against Hizballah targets in Lebanon if Hishallah at- 
tacked Israch targets in northern Isracl, the American 


tex! suggests 


israci 1s demanding that the text he signed by Syria. 
which mamtains a force of 45.000 troops on Lebanese 
snl 
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France: De Charette, Barag Conversation Called 
‘Difficult’ 

BRI704132296 Paris AFP in French 

1240 GMT 17 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Pans, 18 Apr (AFP) [datcline 
as received] — In Isracl on Wednesday [17 Apnil] 
Israch: and French Foreign Ministers Ehud Barag and 
Herve de Charette had a “difficult conversation” about 
the situation in Lebanon, Foreagn Mini: 'ty Spokesman 
Jacques Rummethardt indicated on Weaesday. 


Mr. Rummethardt. who reported on the Israch and 
French foreagn munisters’ talks in Isracl during his daily 


press briefing. did however insist that the “dialogue 
continues.” 


In Tel Aviv carleer Mr de Charette had announced 
that he would extend his mission im the Middle East 
to broker a cease-fire between Israc! and Hizhallah in 
Lebanon. 


“For the ume being, | am staying,” Mr. de Charette had 
told journalists laconically following his meeung with 
Mr. Barag in Isracil upon arnval from Berrut. 


Talking about the U_S. cease-fire proposals, which were 
rejected by the pro-lranian Hizhallah movement on 
Wednesday, the spokesman said: “There are clements 
in these proposals which seem positive to us.” [passage 
omutted] 


During his press brnefing Mr Rummelthardt emphasized 
that French and U.S. diplomatic circles “were in perma- 
nem contact. French diplomatic sources ported out on 
Wednesday that a telephone contact between US. Sec- 
retary of State Warren Christopher and Mr. de Charette 


has heen planned to take place soon. 


Finally, talking about the French mission to settle the 
Lebanese crisis, the spokesman explained thal it was 
“a pragmatic endeavor. The minister (de Charetic) is 
listening to all sides and is trying to find a way to put 
an end to the spiral of violence,” he said. 


However, the spokesman pointed out that Pans propos- 
als had “not yet been made public” and that they could 
he modified 


“Nobody can impose a unilateral solution (__). Prance 
is acting together with tts European, US. and Russian 
partners, which all have the same goal: to stop the acts 
of violence (..). To achieve this an accord between al! 
partes 1s needed. and its terms (10 implement the cease. 
fire) must he acceptatic to all. he sand 





report may contain copynghted matenal po ales 
 profeteted erthout perme of the copynght ceners 








FBIS-WEU-96-076 
18 April 1996 


France: Foreign Ministry on de Charette Lebanon 
Coab 

BRISOS100896 Unsernet) French Momary of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 17 Apr 


[Daly press Dnefiag by Foreign Ministry Spokesmas 
Jacques Rummelhadt \ unidentified journalists at the 
Foreign Ministry in Paris on 17 April} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted) 


Middle Fast 


[Journalist] How much longer will Mr. de Charetic’s 
mission Last’ 


[Rummelhadt| His massson wall continue until satusfac- 
tory prospects for 4 solulhon appear 


[Journalist] So, he will be on the region for a few more 
days’ 


{Rummethadt|) He maght come back to Pans. However, 
1 want to stress that hes muassson is continuing. He wants 
to achreve results, like the United States, the Europeans, 
the Russians, he wants violence to come to an end. 


As | told you yesterday, France is not alone im this 
operation, France ts working with its partners which 
share the same views, the objective being the end of 
vielence mm southern Lehanon and in northern Isracl. 


[Journalist] Are you on the same wavelength as the 
Americans’ 


{[Rummethardt} Listen, | thank that we should look al 
things this way The United States and France have 
the same ofective, Lc. to pul an end to the acts 
of violence. For vwolence to stop, there must fe an 
agreement hetween the partes involved. Consequently, 
we must discuss with them, listen to them, and talk 
to them. The parties involved must accept that violence 
stops and the conditions for the violence to stop must he 
acceptabic to them. It is not a US. plan of a French plan. 
An aceptatc agreement must he found. One suggestion 
may he more acceptae than another but | would say 
that there are a ceftain sumer of clements which seem 
very positive to us on the US. proposals 


Journalist] How do you assess the US. proposals’ 


(Rummethardt) There are a certain sumber of indica- 
toms which scem very positive to us mm the US. pro- 
posals They seem positive to us hecause they are likely 
to be accepted by the partes involved. We must find 
something that works Our approach ts very pragmatic 
and capenmental 


Journalest] And what are the clements which scem 
hegative te you’ 
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{Rummeihadt] | will not claboraic on the acgative 
aspects because aspects are only scgative imsola as they 
we not accepted by the parucs involved. Thus. we must 
discuss with the pares and listen to them to try to reach 
a solunon that will put an end to violence 


[Journalist] Can the US. plan be accepted by Syria and 
Lebanon’ 
[Rummethaa] You should ask the Synan and the 
Lebanese that guesvon 


[Journalsst] Do you tink that this can be donc” 


[Rummethardt| | will not answer for the Syrians oF the 
Lebanese. Our goal is to reach an agreement 


Journalist] Are you in favor of Concomitant action by 
the Israclis and the Lebanese with Istacl withdrawing 
from the security zone” 


[Rummethardt] | think | am not making mysclf clea 
cnough because we afe not mm favor of this of that in 
particular. We want violence to stop. We want the peace 
process to prevail, develop, and inicasify. However this 
is achieved 1s not relevant. The thing 1s that there must 
he peace. 

Journalist] What ate your proposals concretely’ Are 
they meant only to supplement the shoricomings of the 
U.S. plan? 


[Rummethardt} | will not tell you about the contents of 
the proposals which Mr. de Charetic is making now 


\Journalist} Nevertheless, the United States has revealed 
its plan... 
{Rummethardt} The United States has, indeed 


Journalist] Does Mr. de Charette have any concrete 
proposals to make’ 


[Rummethardt| He is listening to the parties. He is 
talkang to them and he is trying, in cooperation with 
the Americans and the Europeans, to find a way to put 
an end to violence [passage omutted] 


{Journalist} Are relavons with the United States difh- 
cult? 


[Rummethardt} We have close relations with the Unned 
States because the Americans share the same objective 
We have a pragmatic approach and what we want is a 
result. That is what counts for us 


Journalist} Do you share the U.S. wews’ 


[Rummeihardt} A solution must be accepted by the 
parties involved for violence to stop. If the parvies accept 
a solution which you calla (US. solution, that « fine 
with us sence the ofyective will he reached the end of 
violence [Passage omitted] 
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Cyprus: Nicosia Favors ‘Enhanced’ UN Role in 
Cyprus 

NC1I704210696 Necoma CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY 
in English 1403 GMT 17 Apr % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nicoma, Apr 17 (CNA)}—The 
Cyprus Goverament would prefer to see the role of the 
U.N. Secretary General Butrus-Ghali enhanced to help 


push the Cyprus peace process forward, Goverament 
Spokesman loanni Kasoulsdhes said here today. 


The Government he said, would also favour other moves 
to achieve the same obective 


“The Government would like to sce Butrus-Ghali's 
role strengthened, preicratly through the U.N. Security 
Council. A second option would be jo1nt acuon by the 
five permanent members of the U.N. Council and a thord 
alternative would be separate moves undertaken by cach 
of the five permanent members. Kasoulidhis told his 


press Drnefing. 


The last option would be on condition that all five 
members should inform one another and am al making 
headway in efforts to solve the Cyprus problem, the 


spokesman added 


Kasoulidhis’ comments were made ahead of today's 
informal mecting of the permanent five, in New York, 
with Butros-Ghali's deputy representative for Cyprus 
Gustave Fersse! on the Cyprus question 


Cyprus: Nicosia Refuses Use of Airspace by Other 
Countries 


NC1704141496 Nicoma Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporanon Rado Network in Greek 
1030 GMT 17 Apr % 


[FBIS Translated Text) The Cyprus Government has 
stressed that @ will not permut the use of the Cyprus” 
sovereign airspace by any neighboring country against 
another country. This position was capressed by govern- 
ment spokesman foannts Kasouldihtis before this morn- 
ing's Council of Ministers’ moctng, when referring to 
the issue of the violation and use of Cyprus’ airspace 
by lerach muletary aircraft. Kasouldius added that the 
Republic of Cyprus supports the peace procedure in the 
Matdle East and desires that any actions that disturh this 
peace, no matter where they come from, be avoided. 


Defense Minister Konstandinos Thadhis said he ts un- 
aware of whether the lerach planes that used Cyprus’ 
airspace made any bombing attacks in Lebanon thad- 
his sat The Goveramen' is not aware of thi and it 
does not concern us ine defense minister added that 
the Goverament is expecting an official brefing by the 
Israch Government concerning the content of the mil- 
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18 April 1996 


lay Cooperabon agreement wgacd with Turkey Asicd 
if the unified defense Gactine is affected. Thadhs sad 
the doctrine has nothung to do with the Turkcy-Israc! 
agreement. However, [liadins sad that following the of- 
ficial briefing by leract. if the doctrine ts seen to he al 
fected the Government will cxamune how to deal with 
the whole issuc 


Cyprus: israel Gives Awurances on Agreement 
With Turkey 


NC1704152496 Nicoma Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporanon Radio Network im Greet 
1400 GMT 17 Apr 9% 


[FBIS Translated Text) Government spokesman loannis 
Kasouldius sand that Israci! has assured that the mulitary 
cooperation agreement. signed with Turkey. will not he 
used against Cyprus mm any way. Kasoulsdhes sand that, 
according to the assurances given, leracl will not give 
any information nor will ut permit use of its harhors and 


airports for military operations against Cyprus 


Kasoulidiis pounted out that Cyprus has good relations 
with Istacl and wondered what guaranices Cyprus 
could have if u did not have tnendly relations with 
its neighboring Country, im light of the Turkey-lsrac! 


military cooperation agreement. Kasoulidhis sand the 
unified defense doctrine has nothing to do with the 


agreement and is not affected by ut. He also sand the 
issuc of purchasing mulitary systems from Israc! remains 
open. The spokesman added that details on the Turkey. 
Istacl agreement will be given by the Ierach foreign 
minister to the Cyprus ambassador, who wall then hic! 


the government. 


Cyprus: AKEL Criticizes Government on 
Turkey-lsrael Agreement 

NCI&04080596 Necosta KHARAVY! om Greet 
IS Apr% pi 


[Report by Kostakts Konstandinou] 


[PBIS Translated Text) While Turkey is strengthening 
through its military agreement with Isracl, hecoming 
a ‘gendarme of the cast Moditerrancan region. the 
government remains ignorant about the agreement » 
content, shows no concern, and claims that it does not 
affect Cyprus and the unified defense doctrine 


AKEL [Restorative party of the Working People| in an 
announcement yesterday strongly critncized the govern. 
ment stance on the Turkey. lerac! agreement and the 
use of the Nicomsa FIR [Plight Information Region) hy 
Israch aircraft, AKEL noted that while all regional 
countries were concerned about the impli atoms of the 
military agreement. the Cypnot Government was the 
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only one thal was not conceracs. AKEL criucized ihe 
government for askung about the agreement's content 
only when i was pressured by the mass media The 
announcement stressed that “the Cypnot Goverament 
allowed the israch amcrafi casy access to the Nicosia 
FIR without knowing the conditions of the flights or 
the reason behind them. ht did not even lodge a de- 
marche when an Israch awrcraft few within the Nicosia 
FIR without asking for permussion to enter of Coordinat- 
ing with the Nicosia Control Center. AKEL noted that 
the Turkey -Isracl agreement proves the Cyprnot Govern- 
men's dusorganized handling of and fulure in Dulatcral 
relasonms. ht asked the government to take all the neves- 
sary Mecasures to prevent Israch aircraft from using the 
Nicossa FIR again, be 1 to bomb Lebanon, be it in line 
with the pount Turkey-Isracl mancuvers, or be it wethin 
the general framework of the two countnes’ agreement. 


Yesterday. government spokesman loannis Kasoulsdhis 
once more claimed that the Turkey-Isracl agreement 
does not affect Cyprus and the unified defense doctrine 
Even though Kasoulsdhis was forced to admut that the 
agreement strengthens Turkey in the Middle East, he 
refused to admit that Turkey is politically aad mulitar- 
ily remforcing against Cyprus and that this agreement 
affects both the unified defense docyine and brovter 
Greek-Cypnot military planning, which is directly re- 
lated to the doctrine’s effectiveness and to our acgoti- 
ating ality. 


Commenting on the government's assessment, AKEL 
spokesman and deputy Nikolaos Katsoundhis stressed 
that according to many, the Turkey-Isracl agreement, 
which may be wreversible, damages the concept of 
the unified defense doctrine. The AKEL spokesman 
sad: “Cyprus is affected by any agreement Turkey 
signs. cepecially with countries in the region, since 
Turkey aocupies 47 percent of Cyprus. Katsoundhis said 
the agreement conflicts with any Athens-Nicosia move 
toward relations among Cyprus, Greece, and Israci in 
an effort to ranforce our own position in the areca. 
The AKEL spokesman concluded: | do not know when 
someone can show concern if it is not the day a country, 
fnendly of pot. signs an agreement — particularly a 
military one — with a country that occupies 37 percent 
of bes territory. 


Strong concern was also expressed by DIKO [Demo- 
cratec Party) Chairman Spiros Kiprianou, who said that 
if the agreement's target is to reinforce Turkey then we 
must be worrted, because we will be affected. 


DIS! [Democratic Rally} Secretary General Dhomutrios 
Sitlourts admutted that Cyprus is affected by the agree- 
ment. He claimed that the government is handling the 
reue decrsively and wisely 
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KED (Free Democrats Movement} Charman Yeooryns 
Vailiow also expressed Concern about the agreement 
and criuacized the government's handliag of the situa 
Lon. 


Cyprus: Consequences of Turkey-bsracl Agreement 
Viewed 


NC1704144296 Nicona O FILELEVTHEROS 
in Greek 17 Apr pi 


[Report by Makanos Dhroussotss| 


(FBIS Translated Text] A umber of Israch: C-1 0) cargo 
urcraft used Cyprus’ airspace last week while en route 
to Turkey. A mulstary source believes the Israch: aercrati 
were Cafrying cquipment and material to Turkey and 
that this equipment is being used dunng trang fight» 
for Israch pilots in that country. The C-1 8%) flights 
took place after receiving the necessary permission from 
the Republic's authorities, who were in no position to 
know their destination. In a statement issucd yesterday. 
Government spokesman loannis Kasouldhes reterted to 
clearance being given to a C-1 M4), bul in reality there 
were at least five C-14)'s and another wrcraft of a 
differem type. 


A military source has told O FILELEVTHEROS thar 
the National Guard is concerned about the signing of 
the Turkey-Israci military agreement, which 1s cxapected 


to have comseguences for Cyprus’ defense planning 
Reframing from giving many details. the same source 


referred to wmportant concessions that Cyprus recently 
granted to the Israch Ai Force, and these are cxupected 
to have adverse consequences after the signing of the 


Turkey-Isracl agreement. 


The Government spokesman was asked to Comment on 
any consequences for Cyprus resulung from the Turkey 
isracl mulitary agreement. He said “as long as this 
agreememt does not affect Cyprus. Israc! is comudered 
fnendly to Cyprus.” 


The Israch Air Force's use of ar bases in Turkey is 
part of the mulitary agreement signed recently hy the 
two countries. It also provides for port naval patrols on 
the castern Mediterrancan (off Cyprus), as well as for 
services to Turkey from israch spy satelines 


Goverament spokesman Joannis Kasoulidhis confermed 
yesterday that on Easter Sunday [14 April] an leract 
military aircraft entered the Nicosia FIR [Phght Infor. 
mation Region) twice without commun ating with the 
Nicoma Control Center. Concerning the fligit of 14 ts 
rach aircraft to Turkey within the framework of the 


military agreement. Foreign Minister Alekow Mitharlid 
his sand yesterday that there was Coordination with the 
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Nicos Comtroi Center and there was “no woolen of 
rules 


The briefing of the Cyprus Government concermng the 
isracl- Turkey agreement has not been publacized yet 
The foreign munister sad the Government has asked to 
he officially unformed by the Israch Government. and he 
explancd that there 1s 90 informaton indicating thal 
thus agreement affects of involves Cyprus im any way. 
Commenung on the Israch: ambassador's statement that 
“there will be briciing through diplomatc channcis,” 
the Government spokesman sand that Foreign Minis- 
ter Alckos Mikhatldhus vissted Jerusalem before this 
agreement was signed and had a private mecting wrth 
bus Israch Counterpart. 

Asked if the governement 1s concerned about miliary 
cooperabon hetween the Turks and Israciss, the foreign 
munister said that “many tungs occur mm our region thy 
we do not like and which concern us. but he noted tha 
the Cyj.us Government ‘has no say mm these things” 


Cypres: Column Views Effect of Turkey-lerael 
Agreement 

NCIMD40956% Nicoma O AGON in Greet 

IS Apr% p3 


[From the “Opimon column: “The Turkey-isracl 
Agreement and Cyprus | 

The view that the Turkey-isracl military cooperation 
agreement has no essential importance is Certainly not 
correct. israci might well be a frendly country and it 
might not have any reasons to use the agreement to 
harm Cyprus’ wnterests, or cause any problems. Turkey 
on the other hand is not only a hestile country, but it is 
virtually in a state of war with Cyprus, since it occupies 
a big part of our county. 

The fact that the Israch Air Force notifies the Nicosia 
Control Center when using the Cyprus FIR [Plight Infor. 
mation Region). thus not disputiag Cyprus’ sovereignty 
and nghts, does not reduce the importance of the muli- 
tay agreement. Any protiems for Cyprus do not result 
from the fact that rolated Israch planes may. from ume 
te ume, violate international fight rules whale fying to- 
ward Turkey. 

The protiems and dangers result from the exploration 


of the military Cooperahon agreement's provisions by 
Turkey, whoch ted bard to create confusion over the 


agreement + ciact content 


The Turkey-lerac! mulitary cooperation agreement's 
Known provissons, without even considering posswhle 
secret terms. are chough to cause senous problems to 
Cypra, from a military standpoint. One of the most 
dangerous provisions for Cyprus is the one providing 
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for poumt naval patrols wm the scuthcasicran Modstcrt ancan 
and for poem achoms agains any Movements Commdcrod 
hostile, with samultancows a suppor m the arca. The 
provimon’s comeguences atc chviows. The Turkish 
navy, which 1s already Commrolleng the sca north and can 
of Cyprus, will extend ms prescace wp the sowthcasicrs 
sea arca as well. The some will happen woth Turk 
planes that perform patrols supporung the naval patois 


The situation becomes more scrous if & ms truc that 
according to the agreement. the Turkish Aw Force 
acguires the mgt to use lerach oulttary Pascs. 

for the Israch Am Force's ngits to use the 
Turkish bases and fly ower Turkish arepace 


Sumilar dangers treaten Cyprus from the esta™isnment 
of special electronic monitoring stavons on Turkey and 
the use of Turkish asrports by Israch oMervation planes. 
which will be collecting mformavon on the regional 
military situation. 


Of course, once again the danger for Cyprus docs not 
come trom lsracil, but from the fact that Turkey will 
share the information to he collected by the monztonng 
stabons and oMervation planes 


The government 1s handling the situavon with Coolness 
Of course, 1 & mm BO postion to determine wha 


countries will have military agreements in the arca and 
which will not. But mt will have to pout out to Ieracl, 
with which Cyprus has close relations, that if i allows 
Turkey to take advantage of the agreement and its 
territory for any avons against Cyprus’ security and 
imterests, this will not he comudered a trendly act 


Cyprus: Columa Criticizes Government Openings 
to israel 


NC1804082106 Nicoma CYPRUS MAIL om Engtich 
IR Apr 9 pY¥ 


[From the Opimon page An Ostnch Mentality | 
([PBIS Transcribed Text) News about the Turkey -leract 
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However the cost to the mecha of gettung things totally 
wrong 0s acghgitic Unfortunaicly, the same cannot be 
sand for the Cyprus government, whech has once again 
embarrassed ascii trough 1 (houghtlessly cxtravagant 
rhcetarx about its cacelicat relaons with lsraci. High 
profile vissts Dy the pressdent and foreign munisier to 
leract were receprocated by official wesets to Cyprus by 
Istach mumssters. including the then Foreign Minister 
Stum'on Peres. While there was nothing wrong with 
improving fclabons with a neighhourmg country such 
aw iwacl, Gere was no need for the government to 
present Gus as a major foragn polkcy success. Time and 
events have shown that Cyprus has gained very lutic, if 
anyGung. of sustance, from its over-zealous openings 
to israel. 


tts wothen the contest of these perceived warm relavons 
with leract that the Cyprus goverament gave clearance 
to 14 Israch pets to fly on the Nocossa Plight Informanon 
Region (FIR) on Sunday [14 April) It os sull not known 
where the pets were beading, were they on a bombing 
mason to the Lebanon of cn route to Akinci airbase 
outude Ankara’ The goverament. which must have 
heen informed a>out the Turkey-Israc! defence pact long 
before Sunday. Nehaved as if nothing had changed. Bu 
can anyone depute the fact that the pact is, argualhiy, 
the Most umportant stategx development in the afca in 
the past 10 to 20 years’ Most analysts and governments 
9 the aca ae convinced that the pact has: redefined 
the Middle East's strategic balance, but the Cyprus 
poverament remains in a deep slumber. incapadic of 
waking up to the new realities 


CYPRUS 23 


Foreagns Minster Alckhos Miihahdhes sigicment of 
Tuesday aight that the defence pact &} “een Ieracl and 
Turkey did sot affect Cyprus teggaen Pelee Apart 
from the fact thal the pal covnages. among other 
Gungs, pout naval patrols in the scwtheastern Mownicr- 
ranean (off Cyprus’ coast) and the cuchange of informa- 
ton, ot will further mcrease the straiegu emportance of 
Turkey in imethgence terms. But Mikhathdhes capects 
people to beheve his superficial evaluation, whach 1 to- 
tally lacking im sernousness. Al icast one person was mn 
agreement with him — the Iwach: amhassador Shem 
Tzur, who said on Tuesday: “One thing that -s ceria is 
that us agreement does not ham the fnendly relations 
with Cyprus.” Incredibly, a the same press conference 
Tzur pleaded ignorance shout the terms of the Turkey- 
Istaci agreement. which does not support his Contention 


Trur may musicad the Cyprus public because he 1 paid 
to uphold the interests of the Jewish state. Bul whose 
wmterests are the Cyprus government and is foreign 
tmunister trying to safeguard’ ht ws truc that Cyprus 
cannot dictate to Israci, of any other country for that 
matter, how they should pursuc thew foreign, defence 
of security pohces. But to claim that such a significant 
strategx development does not affect Cyprus not only 


cuposes the government's misguided foreign policy. hut 
also betrays a complete lak-of understanding of tts 


wider implications 
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Turkey: Report Examines Ankara’s Place in New 
U.S. Policy 

NC1704191796 Istanbul TURKIYE in Turkish 

12 Apr 96 pis 


[Report by Hasan Mesut Hazar] 


(FBIS Translated Text} Turkish-<Greek relations were 
the most important item on Greek Prime Minister 
Simits’ agenda during his visit to Washington. 
Simmitis, who in his speech af the National Press Club 
said that “if need be we are ready to go to war with 
Turkey,” changed his tune after meeting President Clin- 
ton. He even took a step backwards. Simitis left Wash- 
ingion empty-handed, having reweated im the face of 
President Clinton's firm and open position as conveyed 
in his statement to the effect that “we will not allow a 
war between Turkey and Greece, and the contentious is- 
sues should be solved through a dialogue, including by 
recourse to the international courts, without resorting to 
force.” 


Clinton's Warning to Greece 

it looks as if Simitis’ political future will suffer because 
he failed to secure Clinton's support against Turkey 
even with the assistance of the influential Greek lobby 
on the eve of the November presidential elections. 


Heightening tensions with Turkey and pressuring our 
country at international forums have become indispens- 
able and important fodder in Greek domestic politics. 
Simitis will find ut really difficult to satisfy his public 
with the results of his visit. He will be harassed by the 


rivals in his party and by the opposition. 


Yet he went to Washington with such high hopes. He 
spread huge maps before President Clinton and allowed 
his cartographer to talk, hoping that he would win 
over the United States to the Greek position on the 
Kardak [Imia} rocks and the Aegean issue. But, even the 
international news agencies used the headline © warning 
from President Clinton” in reporting the meeting at the 
White House. 


“Moreover, during the breakfast the day before yester- 
day, U.S. Secretary of State Christopher warned Simi- 
tis and the Greek Foreign Minister Pangalos regard- 
ing cooperation with Syria and their support for the 
PKK (Workers Party of Kurdistan). It was stressed that 
the PKK is a bloody terrorist organization and Syria 
is on the list of terrorist countries. Indicating that for 
the United States to openly and firmly express its con- 
cern on these matters is an indication of the new role 
assumed by the United States in Turkish-Greek rela- 
vons, the diplomatic sources commented that this 1s ‘the 
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most important reason for the disillusionment felt by 
G . 


Operation Eaglet 


Both Demirel’s and Simius’ visits to Washington re- 
vealed clues to the new US. role in Greek-Turkish re- 
lations. The United States is forging new structures and 
policies to maintain its influence and protect its iiter- 
ests in a broad region extending from the Middle East to 
the Central Asian steppes, and from Africa to Europe. 
These policies, aimed at shaping the course of the first 
quarter of the second millennium, could in short be de- 
scribed as an aliempt “to form a new belt of allies for 


cooperation in all spheres.” 


Some use the term “Operation Eagle: for these devel- 
opments that could lead to the formation of this belt 
of allies that will assume a mission parallel to that of a 
restructured NATO. The “Eagiets” stand for those coun- 
tries with whom the United States will be forging closer 
cooperation in the 21st century. Operation Eagiet is ne- 
cessitated by the new values emerging in American so- 
ciety, especially the inclination to keep American sol- 
diers out of overseas conflicts. The cagiets and their 
wings will both leave thei impact on the 21st century 
and will reap considerably benefits from this coopera- 
uon. This will enable the United States to withdrew into 
its own shell in keeping with its people's expectations, 
while preserving its superpower status and influence. 


Israel and Turkey are seen as two important candidates 
to become “eaglets.” When the time and conditions are 
right, these cagles will fly with the assistance of their 
wings derived from Poland, Hungary, Armenia, Jordan, 
Egypt. Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Georgia, and Uzbekistan 
Such broad strategic, military, and economic coopera- 
tion will not only safeguard the oi! from the Persian Gulf 
and Caspian Sea but will also counterbalance a possible 
unavoidable “Russian-Iranian” or “Chinese-lranian” rap- 
prochement. It will also enable them to closely follow 
and control the developments in the Middle East. the 
Aratan peninsula, and the awakening Africa, regions 
where important developments are cxpected in the near 
future due to the existence of aftificial borders. The lu- 
nacies of Syria, an armed pestilence in the region and 
one of the terrorist states, will also be bridied 


Panic Felt by Greece and the Process of Solution 


The United States 1s determined to eliminate ide fetters 
that might reduce the speed or the influence of the 
“eagiets.” This is the reason behind the panic in Greece, 
which might at most secure the advantages of a wing 
country if it comes to reason. Greece — which for 
years has been hosule towards Turkey and intransigent 
in “principle” at every forum dealing with Cyprus, the 
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The olive branch extended by Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz to Greece and his call for a dialogue was not 
an ordinary event. This development, consolidated by 
Demurel’s visit to Washington, is only the start. US. 
Assistant Secretary of State John Kornblum, who will 
be visiting the region in the near future, ostensibly to 
discuss Cyprus, will actually determine “the methods 
and approaches” for casing Turkish-Greek tensions and 
imitating the process for resolving the conflicts. 


President Clinton may not provide total satisfaction as 
he needs to make some gestures to the ethnic Greek 
voters in the November elections. Hence, Turkey might 
spite leaving his job, even Holbrooke could be called 
upon to act as a negotiator on Cyprus. It will aot come 
as a surprise if as a result of this marathon talks are 
launched with the sides involved being isolated until 
they reach a solution as was the case in Dayton; and 
then Turkey, over Greek objections, would go “head- 
long” to the imternational forums, including the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice at The Hague and makes some 
gestures on Cyprus. 


The developments aimed at freeing the cagiets from 
their fetters have gained momentum with the Turkish- 
Israch defense and economic Cooperation agreement. 
This most brave and realistic agreement of recent years. 
whose architect was General Cevik Bir, is considered a 


foreign policy success for Turkey. 


Moreover, Washington is following with interest the 
cour and radical foreign policy initiatives of 
the DYP-ANAP [True Path Party-Motheriand Party) 
coalition government headed by Mesut Yilmaz. 


In conclusion: Turkey is heading not toward an adven- 
ture but rather ts expanding its wings toward new hor- 
vons in secure hands, it is experiencing the birth pangs 
of this new policy. Despite the difficulties involved. 
we say May you accomplish your mission with case 
Turkey’ and we hope that Greece in its turn will come 


to the path of reason expected of it. 


TURKEY 2s 


Turkey: Ecevit Plan on Operation Provide Comfort 
Viewed 


NC1704150196 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 16 Apr 96 


[Report by Kemal Balci — received via Internet) 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] ANKARA — The Democratic 
Left Party (DSP) has disclosed its regional security 
plan dealing with Operation Provide Comfort force, 
border security and alltempts to ensure Iraq's territorial 
integrity. The plan was to be assessed later in the day at 
a “security summut™ to be chaired by President Suleyman 
Demirel. 


Ecevit's comprehensive package envisages a Turco- 
American force to be created in the framework of 
the Turco-Amencan Defense Cooperauon Agreement 
(DECA) which would replace Provide Comfort, the 
Turkey-based mulunational relief force for northern Iraq 
which includes British and French units. Ecevit was 
asked if that would entail the introduction of a Turkish 
military force into northern Irag. He said an actual 
military presence might not be needed. The creation of 
the proposed Turco-American joint force could serve as 
an effective deterrent proving adequate security for the 
inhabitants of northern Irag, he stressed, indicating that 
even a reference to the possibility could suffice. Ecevit 
was also asked by the TDN [TURKISH DAILY NEWS] 
whether his proposals were in line with current world 
political developments. His reply was: “If the current 
conjuncture is not suitable we should be creating that 
kind of conjuncture ourselves to a certain extent.” 


Measures aimed at making the Turkish border secure 
against terrorist infiltration from Iraq take up a special 
place in Ecevit's plan. During the interview Ecevit urged 
the United States, an allied country, to help install an 
carly warning system along Turkey's border with Irag. 
He also suggested creation of a security belt along the 
border by moving the border, which currently runs along 
border mountaintops, toward the plains on the Iraqi side. 
For such an arrangement, which would remain in effect 
“until security is achieved,” an agreement would have 
to be reached with the Iraq: administration, he noted. 


Ecevit’s 12-article plan also envisages Turkish efforts 
to bring about an agreement between the Baghdad 
administration and the Kurdish and Turkmen groups 
in northern Irag. Ecevit said that the 4) parliamentary 
seats which the Iraqi administration had kept vacant 
because voting could not take place in northern frag 
in the latest election. should now be occupied by the 
representatives of the inhabitants of northern Irag. He 
also called for an international campaign for human 
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mghts and democratizabon in Irag, a campaign which 
would be supported with confidence-building measures. 
Ecevit said that although Resolution 688 (dated April 
S. 1991) of the U.N. Security Council stressed that 
Iraq's “sovereignty, territorial integrity and political 
independence” should be respected, Iraq was in effect 
divided by Operation Provide Comfort. He said, “If the 
United States does not have any secret aims, it can 
be persuaded that it should take that resolution into 
consideration.” Referring to former U.S. Ambassador to 
Turkey Morton Abramowitz’s comment that the United 
States does not want a Kurdish state but Saddam Husayn 
is sull a threat, Ecevit said the United States could not 
attain its aim of toppling Saddam Husayn and bringing 
peace to the region. On the contrary, the tranquillity in 
the region was further disrupted not only for the Iraqi 
people and the northern Iragi Kurds but also for Turkey. 


and that Turkey could act as a mediator for that purpose. 


He also called for the creation of an international moni- 
toring board simular to the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe to deal with the issue of human 
nghts violations in the region. 


Ecevit's proposals were expected to be taken up at a 
security summut at the presidental palace on Monday 


ter Uiku Guney The “official line” to be determined 


(PBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara-The Democratic Left 


Party (DSP), which is indirectly supporting the Moth- 
erland Party (ANAP)-True Path Party (DYP) minority 
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government, is working on a detailed plan on the future 
role of Provide Comfort, the Turkey-hased international 
relief force for northern Irag. The chief of staff's of- 
fice and the Foreign Ministry are contributing to the 
project, which is supported by Pnme Minisier Mesut 
Yilmaz. The DSP plan is based on dissolving the Pro- 
vide Comfort force and the reuniting Irag. It envisages. 
among other things, the creation of a buffer zone along 
Turkey's border with Iraq by moving the border line 
from the mountains to the more casily protected plains 
on the Iraqi side of the border. 


DSP leader Bulent Ecevit explained the details of the 
plan at a meeting with PM Yilmaz two days ago. Yilmaz 
expressed suppor for the move anJ atranged for a 
briefing during which the chief of staffs office and the 
Foreign Ministry provided a group of DSP officials with 
the technical details. 


Details of the plan 
Here are the highlights of the plan being drafted 


—The plan, expected to be made public prior to the June 
2 local elections, is aimed at ensuring border security 
For that purpose, the border markers along the Turco- 
Iragi border, now on paths along high cliffs in the 
mountains, will be brought down to the plains on the 
Iraqi side. This will solve the perennial proniem of how 
to prevent the PKK terrorists from infiltrating Turkey 
via the mountains where the rough terrain ts extremely 
difficult to guard 


To prevent the change from being perceived as a move 
for “territorial expansion, Turkey wil! make the new 
line cut into the Turkish side of the border also at places 
where the terrain permits. 


—The pian would change Provide Comfort to climinate 
the disadvantages of having that international armed 
force in Turkey. To fill the vacuum which ending Pro- 
vide Comfort would create, talks will be held with the 
United States within the framework of the bilatcral De- 
fense and Economic Coo eration Agreement (DECA) 
Provide Comfort’s role will be brought under the scope 
of the DECA. 


If these talks prove successful, the British and French 
forces serving in the Provide Comfort force would 
leave, since the DECA agreement pertains only to the 
American forces. With the departure of the British and 
French forces trom Provide Comfort, which ts in the 
region to ensure the safety of the Iragi Kurds, 1 wil! be 
possible to control the attempts to set up a Kurdish state 
im the region that would be independent of the central 
administration in Baghdad 





St phere nape teenie se glpepemameny 
 protibited without permiamon of the copynght owners 











FBIS-WEU-96-076 
18 April 1996 


: 
| 
| 


dish groups in northern Iraq to help bring about a 


On the other hand. there are reports to the effect 


ministers, he said, “We will have a lot of difficulty in 
extending yet another time Provide Comfort’s mandate.” 
Perry replied by saying, “We are prepared to 

aspects of this issue.” Sungurlu will go 
to Washington in mid-May for talks with Pentagon 
officials. And the fact that Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
will fly to the United States by the end of May to 
meet with President Clinton creates the hope thal a new 
framework will be drawn for Provide Comfort in June. 


The American reaction would not be the only problem. 
it is not clear how the British and French governments 
would react if the government adopts the DSP plan, 
since these two will be left out of the proposed new 
scheme. DSP officials say Ecevit's reasoning is along 
the lines of: “The United States wants a permanent solu- 
tion to the problem. No Turkish government has made a 


it. And it is the United States which plays the icading 
role in the region.” 
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Ecevit's speech 

Addressing the DSP deputies on Wednesday, Ecevit said 
the loss of lives and other sacrifices would continue unt! 
sound solutions are introduced to the Southeast’s prob- 
lems. Ecevit said that a DSP committee was drafting 
proposed solutions to the region's problems. These pro- 
posals would involve the status of the Provide Comfort 
force and the future of emergency rule in the South- 
east. Provide Comfort’s mandate should not be renewed 
again, he stressed. 


The DSP commitiee in question comprises DSP Chair- 
man Bulent Ecevit, the deputy chairmen of the DSP 
group in Parliament Mumtaz Soysal and Husamettn 
Ozkan, and DSP deputies Ismail Cem, Sukru Gurel and 
Teoman Akgur. Ecevit stressed that the committee work 
on the Provide Comfort issue would be clarified in the 
wake of the brici. 2g the commitice members had re- 
ceived from the chief of staff's office and the Foreign 
Ministry. 


Ecevit congratulated the niulitary on the operations 
launched in the Southeast in the struggic being waged 
against separatist terrorism in the region. He said they 
grieved in their hearts for those who have fallen. He 
went on, “But all these lives will have been lost in vain 
and all these sacrifices will go down the drain unless the 
focal points of terrorism abroad are not addressed and 
until the local economic and social problems which feed 
the separatist terrorism in the country are not resolved 
in a realistic and sound manner.” Turkey must formulate 
its Own policies on such issues, he stressed. 


Ecevit said he would start his campaign drive for the 
June 2 local elections with a tour of the Southeast. In 
the course of the clection campaign he will visit the 
region twice. The first of these trips will take him to 
Diyarbakir next week. 


Addressing the DSP deputies on behalf of the DSP 
mission which made a six-day fact-finding visit to the 
Southeast, Bulent Tanla said the calm reigning im the 
region was “deceptive.” The people of the region tended 
to mistrust state officials. 


They appreciated the activities of the Turkish Armed 
Forces but the village guards and the special security 
teams were drawing resentment, he noted. 


Turkey: Turkey, Iran Reportedly Fortify Border 
NC1704124496 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
16 Apr 9% pp i, 17 

{[FBIS Translated Text) With diplomatic tension be- 


tween Turkey and Iran continuing the two countries 
have fortified their border. Turkey's military forces have 
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been placed on alert in the area and armored vehicles 
and mulitary units have been dispatched to the border. 
An atgument broke out between the Turkish and Iraman 
troops im a tense area on Priday night [12 April]. It was 
stopped before it became more serious. 


The bodies of cight terrorists have been found on the 
Diyarbakir- Bingol provincial border. Security forces 
ae maintaining their “Hawk Operation” in the region. 
Four terrorists have been killed in Sun and Batman. 
Some 79 terrorists have been arrested in the same area. 
A court has ordered that they be placed under arrest. 


Three people were wounded when the terrorists fired 
at a police vehicle in Ergani. Two are police officials. 
Workers Party of Kurdistan [PKK] leader Abdullah 
Ocalan warned in a statement to the MED Television 
Channel the night before last that the PKK will end its 
unilateral cease-fire and resume its attacks. Ocalan said 
the PKK attacks will be similar to Hamas’ operations. 


Our correspondent in Erzurum, Recept Kapucu, has 
reported that the tension emerging between Turkey 
and Iran after police arrested Irfan Cagirici, who was 
accused of killing Cetin Emec and Turan Dursun, has 
not subsided. Iran has deployed many military units 
and armored vehicles close to its border with Turkey. 
Iran's move came after Turkish military forces began 
to forufy the border areas to prevent the PKK militants 
from infiltrating the country. The two sides have carried 
out shows of strength. The General Staff has ordered 
all military units in cast Turkey to be placed on alert. 
Military units and armored vehicles have reportedly 
heen transported to the border on vehicles and in railway 
cars from the inner areas at night. 


lramian troops reportedly harassed Turkish military units 
at the border. A high-ranking military official has said 
that tension emerged between the military units of the 
two sides on Friday night. Stressing that the military 
units were forced to intervene to obstruct the violation 
of Turkey's border by a group of Iranian soldiers, the 
official said: “The intervention created an argument 
hetween them. Several high-ranking officers reportedly 
resolved the dispute before it became too serious.” 


A tugh-ranking military official rejected claims that 
Turkey has fortified its border. He said: “That is out 
of the question. We have established a security zone on 
the border between Turkey and Iran to prevent the PKK 
militants from crossing into Turkey. We have launched 
a wide-ranging operation against the terrorists. Many 
PKK camps exist in Iran. The militants based in them 
infiltrate Turkey occasionally. A large group crossed 
the border a few days ago. We have taken measures 
to prevent other groups from infiltrating our country” 
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According to a report from the CUMHURIYET office 
in Diyarbakir, the bodies of eight terrorsts were discov- 
ered in the rural areas of Bingol’s Genc and Diyarbakur’s 
Lice Districts. The two districts are part of the area in 
which the “Hawk Operation” 1s continuing. A wounded 
female terrorist was captured in the Saggorze locality. 
Two terrorists were killed in Surt’s rural areas and an- 
other two in Batman's Sason District. A security official 
was killed in the clashes. Six terrorists who fled from the 
separaust PKK have surrendered to the security forces 
in Sirnak’s Silopi and Bingol’s Genc Districts. Some 
79 people were detained in Batman, Diyarbakir, Elazig. 
Mus, Sirnak, Tunceli, and Van for cooperating with the 
terrorists. A court has ordered that they be placed under 
arrest. 


The terrorists fired at a police vehicle with long-harreled 
rifles in Ergani District's Ucyol locality carly yesterday 
morning. Two police officials, Sedat Timur (36) and 
Muhammet Uysal (33), were wounded in the incident. 
Passerby Zulkuf Unal was wounded. Police officials 
received medical treatment at the State Hospital in 
Diyarbakir. A wide-ranging operation has been launched 
against the terrorists in the area. 


In a statement to MED the night before last PKK Icader 
Abdullah Ocalan warned that his organization could 
decide to end its unilateral cease-fire if the Council of 
Ministers fails to adopt concrete decisions dunng the 
meeting it will hold in Diyarbakir on 25 Apri. Ocalan 
said the PKK could launch attacks similar to Hamas’ 


operauions. 


Turkey: Ankara Denies Tension Along Iranian 
Border 


TA1704144796 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1420 GMT 17 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Ankara, April 17 (A.A) — 
Ankara on Wednesday denied news reports which 
claimed “military tension” erupted on the Turkish- 
Iraman border. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akhbel told a news 
conference that “there is no tension on our border with 
Iran,” adding that “news reports claiming that there 1s 
military build up on the border are not truc. 


Answering a question Akhbel said Iraman Foreign Min- 
ister “Ali Akbar Velayati will come to Turkey on Fn- 
day, adding the visit aimed at inviting President Suicy- 
man Demure! to the opening ceremony of the Mashhad- 
Turkmen railway link. 


“Nevertheless, we will have the opportunity to discuss 
bilateral relations and regional issues during the visit, 
he added. 
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Turkey: Growing Support for Ties With israel Seen 
NC1604153896 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 13 Apr 96 


[Received via Internet) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara — Contrary to strong 
opposition to the growing Turkish-Isracli relationship 
from the pro-Islamic Welfare Party (RP), these devel- 
oping Wes afe getting support from a broad spectrum of 
The latest significant poliucal figure to come out in sup- 
port of these tes is Democratic Left Party (DSP) leader 
Bulent Ecevit who on Thursday [1! April] said Turkey 
and Israci had “shared concerns and aims.” Prime Min- 
ister Mesut Yilmaz’s Motherland Party (ANAP), and 
his senior coalition partner, the True Path Party (DYP), 
have through various statements and policies clearly re- 
flected their eagerness to develop enhanced relations 
with Israel. 


Alparsian Turkes, we leader of the ultra-right National- 
ist Movement Party (MHP), also threw his weight be- 
hind these ties in March. 

'n remarks to the TURKISH DAILY NEWS and other 
dailies, Turkes had characterized Turkey and Israc! as 
peace-loving countries and had said if was necessary 
for them to become allies for the sake of Middle East 
peace and in order to counter Syria, Greece and Greek 
Cyprus, which he characterized as “terrorist” nations. 


This characterization was a reference to the direct or 
indirect support these three countries are reportedly 
giving to the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) or its 
fromt organizations. 


Speaking live on TBMM TV (Parliament's in-house 
channel) on Thursday, Ecevit said that contrary to media 
reports he did not think that Turkey and Israc! had 
finalized a wide-ranging military accord. 


“But we do have shared concerns and aims with Israel. 
Our wish is for the Israch-Palestinian problem to be 
settled by peaceful means and for the peace process to 
give positive results,” Ecevit said. 


He added that such an outcome would create a new ‘en- 
vironment for democracy” in the Middle East because, 
he argued, « Palestinian state to be established would 
definitely be a de.socratic and secular state 


Ecevit said this in turn will “end Turkey's loneliness in 
the region” as 2 predominintly Islamic and yet secular 
and democratic country. 


“For this process to work properly we have to not only 
develop our tes with the Palestinians but also with 
Israci.” Ecevit said. 
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Ecevit weal on to declare that Israci had the technolog- 
ical capability to enhance and to modernize some of the 
weapons it received from the United States. 


“If Turkey is given the opportunity to avail itself of 
these technological resources, then Turkey of course 1s 
iN a posiuion to welcome this,” he said. 


Ecevit pointed out in this context that Turkey and 
Israci do not have any significant profiems in thew 


relauonship today. 


Indicatung that Israci today has no mayor problems with 
many Arab states, Ecevit said he did not look on the 


Palesunian problem as a specifically Arab probiem. 


“1 never agreed with this characterization. Some 
anachronisuc and contemporary regimes in the Middle 
East would not want to see democracy developing in 
an Arab country. This is why i ts some Arab states 
that have prevented the establishment of a Palestuuman 
state more than Israel,” Ecevit said. 


“Dunng my recent visit to Gaza. when | called on Mr 
“Arafat, he said that terrorism, which is also a great 
problem for them, is not coming from Iran alone but 
also from some Arab countnes,” he added. 


Ecevit also pointed out that there was a large community 
of Israchs who had migrated from Turkey and who stl! 
considered both counties as thei fatherland. 


“They are very attached to Turkey. They form a very 
warm link between the two countnes. In addition to this, 
maybe the largest number of tourists to Turkey in recent 
years comes from Israel,” Ecevit said. 


“Israel also has great experience in agro-technoiogy and 
administration. They are creating wonders on thei lands 
which are in part made up of deserts. If they want to 
present thew store of knowledge in these arcas to us 
there 1s no reason for us not to accept this,” he added. 


Turkey: RP Condemns Israeli ‘State Terrorixm’, 
Bilateral Accords 


TA1604182096 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 16 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Welfare Party (RP) deputy 
leader Abdullah Gul has said that by hitung the Pales- 
timian camps, Lebanon, Beirut. and civilian areas Israel 
is conducting state terrorism 


Al a news conference in parliament, Gul said that the 
most inexcusable kind of terrorism that conducted by 
states. He sand that the killing of children and old 
people by bomhs ts tnggering hatred in the world public 
However, he added. the silence of the world states is 
worth noting 
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Gul stated that the bombing of civilian posivons is 
heing sanctioned by the United States and several other 
countnes. He alleged that the Turkish foreign minister 
iS IsSUINg Statements of approval. and stressed that thus 
1s hurting the Turkish people deeply. 


Gul saad that the world reacuon to Turkey when 1 hit the 
PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan) terrors! camps and 
the world reactuon to the situation in Lebanon consutute 
the clearest ctample of double standards. 


The RP deputy leader explained that 1 is very danger- 
ous that Turkey signed agreements, including military 
agreements, with Isracl, and that these were signed not 
by the governmenis but directly by partes thal are not 
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directly responsible. He said that the RP has warned the 
goverament about this. 


[Begin Gul recording) This agreement must be canceled 
as soon as possible im thal i grants military advantages 
to Isracil, « allows Israch warplanes to use Turkish 
airspace, it allows Israch warplanes to use military bases 
in Turkey, while aggressive Isracl continues with is 
offensive on civilian targets. You realize that Israch 
warplanes will be comung to Turkey within the acxt few 
days in line with this agreement. This must categorically 
be stopped and banned. Under such condimens. Turkey 
must not he used in israch straicgies. [end recording] 
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